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DONOVAN T. RICHNELL 


MICROFILM SERVICES IN 
BRITISH LIBRARIES 


MicroriLo has during the last fifteen years become an essential part of the 
library services of the world. In Great Britain, although pioneer work in 
methods and techniques was done by Professor Sayce at King’s College, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, the subsequent exploitation of this medium for the 
wider dissemination of documentary material has lagged somewhat behind 
that of certain other countries. This is particularly true in the field of the 
organization of microfilm services—a point which will be discussed later— 
but in general it may be said that British libraries and similar institutions are 
now in a position to produce microfilm copies of the documents they 
possess. 

The term ‘microfilm’ is not precise. It is, however, generally accepted in 
Great Britain to mean a reproduction on film, usually 35 mm., of the pages 
of a book or document, greatly reduced in size. This reproduction can be 
read by means of a reading machine, generally referred to ambiguously as 
a ‘reader’ , which projects an enlarged image of the film on to a screen. Both 
negative and positive copies on film can be used in the ‘reader’, so that if 
only one copy of a document is required, the negative suffices; if more, 
positives can be printed from the negatives. Alternatively, positive enlarge- 
ments on paper of various sizes can be made from the negatives which can 
then, of course, be read without the aid of a ‘reader’. 

The normal length of a reel of film is 100 feet, but smaller reels and strips 
can be used according to requirements. Most ‘readers’ are adapted for use 
with either reels or strips, but some are better suited for one or the other. 
Non-inflammable film is always used in Britain—a practice which should be 
followed by every microfilm-producing agency in the world. Both per- 
forated and unperforated film is commonly used. Some developing equip- 
ment can only take perforated film, but unperforated has the great advantage 
of giving a larger area for the reduced image, and this is important when a 
large document is being filmed. 

The uses to which microfilm is at present being put have been excellently 
described in a recent article in The Times, 27 July 1950. There is no need to 
repeat them all, but certain of the advantages of microfilm may be stressed. 
First, it enables scholars and libraries to obtain copies of manuscripts, rare 
books and articles which would otherwise not be available to them. Such 
copies can, of course, also be made by other photocopying processes, but 
microfilm is by far the cheapest method for documents of any length. 
Secondly, it enables individuals and libraries to keep large quantities of 
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material in a very small space. This is one of the main purposes of the various 
projects for the microfilming of newspapers. It is now possible, for example, 
to purchase microfilm copies of The Times from the first issue to the most 
recent years, and this is being done not only by those libraries which cannot 
obtain them in any other form, but also by those which already possess files 
but cannot afford the storage space to keep them indefinitely. Thirdly, micro- 
film being compact and light is easily transportable. An individual is thereby 
enabled to carry with him a large amount of material for reference, or to 
have it sent to him quickly and cheaply by air mail. 

For scholars and libraries in other countries, however, to be able to make 
full use of the possibilities offered by the microfilm services in Great Britain, 
it is necessary for them to know how copies can be obtained of the docu- 
ments they require. The purpose of the present article is mainly to survey 
some of the libraries and agencies through which microfilm copies can be 
obtained. (It should be said that in almost all cases other kinds of photocopy 
can be obtained in the same way, although at higher cost.) 

Let us deal first with the needs of those who require a copy of a document, 
which is known to be in the possession of a particular library or institution. 
The problem of how to obtain the copy is then comparatively simple. Most 
large libraries now possess the necessary equipment for making microfilms, 
and those which do not can usually make arrangements for the work to be 
done either by another library or by a commercial firm. All that is necessary, 
therefore, is for application for a microfilm copy to be made direct to the 
library in which the document is located. 

Two warnings should be given. The charges made for carrying out micro- 
filming vary very much from one library to another, and the time taken to 
execute an order is subject to a similar variation. It is impossible to give any 
precise guidance on these points, since both charges and waiting-time are 
subject to constant change, but inquiry can always be made before an order is 
given. As a very rough guide it may be said that the cost of obtaining micro- 
film copies will probably be, on the average, about 3d. a frame; and the 
frame will consist of one or two pages, according to the size of the document 
filmed. , 

Naturally, the great National and University Libraries are the most im- 
portant centres for carrying out microfilm orders of this type, since they 
contain a very high proportion of the books and manuscripts likely to be 
required. 

The British Museum has been making microfilm for a number of years, 
but it has just completed the installation of up-to-date equipment for the 
production of all types of work at its premises in Colindale. This equipment 
is intended to produce microfilm copies of all its newspaper stocks—an 
enormous project—and also to meet the needs of those requiring copies of 
any material, whether printed or manuscript, available for reproduction in 
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the Library. A positive-printing machine is among the equipment, and it is 
hoped that positive copies of the newspapers filmed will be available on order 
at reasonable prices to other libraries. It is, of course, much cheaper to obtain 
a positive copy from an already existing negative than to have a document 
photographed. 

Owing to shortage of space the National Library of Scotland will be 
unable to set up its own photographic department until the completion of the 
new building. Microfilm copies, however, can be obtained of material in 
the Library, and it possesses negative copies of much early Scottish material, 
filmed as a wartime precaution, of which positive copies can be purchased 
on application. 

The other great national repositories, the Bodleian Library at Oxford, the 
Cambridge University Library and the National Library of Wales, are 
equipped in varying degrees to carry out the microfilming of books and 
manuscripts in their possession. Items from the vast range of material at the 
Public Record Office can also be obtained on microfilm. In certain cases, the 
filming of documents in private hands can be arranged with the co-operation 
of the Public Record Office or other libraries, but this, of course, can only be 
done with the consent of the owner. 

Several projects of this kind have also been carried out in the University of 
London Library. An attempt is made there to keep the negative copies of 
documents filmed, both to enlarge the Library’s own stock and to furnish 
additional copies at a later date. The British Records Association has de- 
posited there 300 reels of the Registers of Wills in District Probate Registries 
down to 1600 and of those in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury and the 
Exchequer Court of York down to 1700. Another important type of work 
done there, and in other University Libraries, is the microfilming of unpub- 
lished theses. The fact that British Universitics do not, as a rule, publish 
theses has always created difficulties for those abroad who wish to consult 
them, but microfilm has very largely removed this obstacle to the free 
exchange of information. 

Not many Public Libraries have, as yet, undertaken the production of 
microfilm, although most of the larger ones are now equipped with reading 
machines for the use of their readers. This is natural, since Public Libraries 
do not usually contain research material of the kind which could not more 
readily be filmed in the larger research libraries. Special mention must, how- 
ever, be made of Manchester Public Library, which has done pioneer work in 
this field. This is not surprising, since it is one of the great libraries of the 
country and contains a considerable amount of unique material. It also serves 
a city and region rich in documentary materials, and forms a natural centre 
for the North-West of England. It is worth mentioning that amongst its 
other projects it is planning to microfilm the whole of the Manchester Guardian 
and of certain other newspapers. 








Thus a great part of the wealth of manuscripts and printed books in Great 
Britain is now at the disposal of scholars and libraries abroad—and, for that 
matter, in other parts of this country where they would otherwise remain 
inaccessible. 

One important reservation must, however, be made. No library will 
undertake to microfilm a printed work which is still copyright without the 
express permission of the copyright owner, nor of an unpublished thesis or 
privately owned manuscript without the permission of the author or owner. 
Such permission can usually be obtained, but if a publisher is contemplating 
the issue of a new edition of an out-of-print work, he may be reluctant to 
give it. 

No one is likely to ask for a microfilm of a whole work which is still in 
print, since it will almost certainly be cheaper to buy a new copy. But the 
copyright law applies equally to extracts—even single pages or less—and this 
brings us to a consideration of the problems, altogether more complex and 
difficult, of those who require microfilm copies of extracts from a number of 
different works, which may be copyright, and which are likely to be located 
in a number of different libraries. 

Let us visualize the typical case of a scientist working on a particular 
research project in, say, Central Africa. He may see an article in a journal 
available to him which is relevant to his own work. The article ends with a 
list of references to twenty other items—books and journals of different 
dates and published in different countries. Naturally, he will not have most 
of these items, nor the means of discovering in which libraries they are 
located. He will wish, so far as possible, to be able to obtain microfilm copies 
from a single source and as speedily as possible. To whom can he apply for 
such assistance, and how is he affected by the copyright law? 

We will dispose of the latter point first. Until recently it would have been 
necessary to obtain permission from all the publishers concerned for the 
making of microfilms of all articles and abstracts from modern scientific 
works. In 1947, however, the Royal Society convened a Scientific Informa- 
tion Conference, at which this problem was considered. As a result, pub- 
lishers were invited to sign a Fair Copying Declaration, which states that no 
objection will be raised to the making of single copies of extracts from 
journals, under suitable safeguards, provided that they are for bona fide 
study and research. To date 118 have signed, and copies can thus be made 
from 167 scientific and other journals. This, while not wholly eliminating 
the problem, has reduced it to manageable proportions, and the position is 
likely to improve still further in the future. 

To what library or agency, however, is the scientist to turn to carry out 
the work for him? If he is working in the field of medicine or allied sciences 
he is well served. The Royal Society of Medicine has, since the war, de- 
veloped a large photographic unit which is capable of dealing with the 
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requests not only of its Fellows but of other libraries and medical workers. 
This unit has developed from the Central Medical Library Bureau, which 
was established with the aid of a Rockefeller grant to assist in the rehabilita- 
tion of medical libraries in Europe by providing free microfilm copies of 
whole volumes of medical journals no longer available. It can now provide, 
at a reasonable price, just the service required by the medical scientist abroad, 
since the Library of the Royal Society of Medicine is the largest in the 
country. Most articles of medical importance are contained in the Library, 
and those which are not can probably be borrowed readily from other 
libraries in London. The chances are that the medical scientist could obtain 
microfilm copies of all, or nearly all, the twenty references from this single 
source. 

Other scientists and research workers in other fields are not so fortunately 
placed, but there are two agencies which cater for their needs. For many 
years ASLIB, the Association of Scientific Libraries and Information 
Bureaux, has been undertaking similar work in the scientific field, and the 
Documentation Service undertakes to execute orders for microfilm in any 
subject. Such agencies, however, are at a disadvantage in that they do not 
have libraries of their own at their disposal. For the most part they must 
locate the required documents in other libraries and borrow them for micro- 
filming, or ask for the work to be carried out in the various libraries them- 
selves. This inevitably adds to the cost and may lead to delay. 

Nevertheless, they have performed, and continue to perform, invaluable 
service for research workers abroad, and they have the additional advantage 
that they can undertake all kinds of work—the checking of references, col- 
lection of material, location of rare works—that libraries and similar institu- 
tions may be unable to do. 

The University of London Library, in co-operation with the Inter- 
University Council for Higher Education in the Colonies, is attempting to 
provide a service of this kind, although on a limited scale, for those Universi- 
ties and Colleges that come within the scope of the Council. When micro- 
film copies are required, the Council requests the Library to carry out the 
work (which is done at the low rate applicable to members and institutions 
of the University) and undertakes the collection of documents which are not 
included in the University Library. 

But when all these various means of obtaining microfilm copies of docu- 
ments have been considered, it is obvious that there still remains a great need 
for further co-ordination. The idea of a Centre of Documentation has fre- 
quently been advanced, but so far no steps have been taken to establish it. 
What is required for microfilm and other documentary reproduction pro- 
cesses is an equivalent to the National Central Library. 

It is not, of course, suggested that every request from abroad for micro- 
film copies should be sent to the Centre, in the way that requests for the 
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international Joan of books are sent to the National Central Library. This 
would not only be unnecessary, but positively wasteful. But a co-ordinating 
centre would be able to deal authoritatively with inquiries and orders of all 
kinds in cases where the location of required documents was uncertain, or 
where a number of different documents were to be microfilmed. 

But such a Centre would be ineffective unless it could draw directly upon 
the resources of a number of the largest libraries. It could, therefore, hardly 
be an independent agency. 

What seems to be called for is a Centre of Documentation sponsored and 
maintained by a number of London libraries of different types, with the co- 
operation, in greater or less degree, of many others. Let us say, for example, 
that the British Museum Library, the Science Library, the University of 
London Library and the Library of the Royal Society of Medicine were able 
to set up the necessary administrative machinery for such a Centre. They 
would command between them not only an enormous range of documentary 
material, both in the humanities and the sciences, but also the technical 
equipment for meeting all the demands for microfilm likely to be made of 
them. 

The difficulties to be overcome in achieving an administrative and 
financial co-ordination between two Government Departments, a University 
and a private Society are not inconsiderable. But the need for such an 
attempt is becoming increasingly urgent, and it is highly probable that 
support would be forthcoming from other important bodies, to say nothing 
of other libraries both in London and elsewhere in Britain. 

It would be inappropriate here to discuss the details of the administration 
of such a scheme, but it is possible to assume that sufficient funds could be 
found for a small office staff which could be housed either in one of the main 
sponsoring libraries, or in nearby offices (five of the six libraries and bodies 
mentioned being situated within a single square mile). 

Orders for documentary reproduction could be passed on to the libraries 
concerned, and documents not included in any one of them either borrowed 
from a library known to possess them, or reproduced in that library. In the 
long run, of course, the Centre itself might well be independently equipped 
for photographic work—most obviously with a portable camera for visiting 
libraries and private owners unable to lend the required works. 

The charges made for the services would have to be based on those made 
by the library executing the work, and it would be desirable to secure a more 
uniform scale of charges than exists at present. In addition, the expenses 
incurred by the Centre itself would have to be largely met. It is not un- 
reasonable, however, to hope that the Centre would be partly subsidized by 
those libraries and institutions likely to benefit from its operations. 

Such a Centre would not only be of great assistance to scholars and 
libraries overseas. If this were so, it might seem too disinterested to arouse 
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the necessary support. But in fact it would equally benefit those within the 
country who stand in need of such services. Moreover, it could quickly 
achieve a position of such influence in matters of documentary reproduction 
as to assist in the greater standardization of methods, materials and equip- 
ment, and the development of microfilm and similar services throughout 
the country. 
That, however, is for the future. For the present, it will be seen that, 
though co-ordination is lacking, the agencies for the production of micro- 
film are numerous, and this brief survey is by no means exhaustive. It may 
be helpful to conclude it with a list of the libraries and agencies mentioned, 
together with their addresses. 
1. ASLIB, 4 Palace Gate, London, W.8 

Bodleian Library, Oxford 

British Museum Library, London, W.C.1 

. Cambridge University Library, Cambridge 

. Documentation Service, 127 Sloane Street, London, S.W.1 

6. Inter-University Council for Higher Education in the Colonies, 
1 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 

. Manchester Public Libraries, St. Peter’s Square, Manchester 

8. National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh 1 

9. National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth 

10. Public Record Office, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2 

11. Royal Society of Medicine Library, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W.1 

12. University of London Library, Senate House, London, W.C.1 
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Mr. Richnell is Deputy Librarian of the University of London Library and has been Sub- 
Librarian of the Royal Society of Medicine and Assistant Librarian in the National Library 
of Scotland. 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliography 
THE GENTLE ART OF BOOK COLLECTING. Bernard J. Farmer. Thorsons, 
6s. C8. 93 pages. Bibliography. 
Mr. Farmer, whose book is intended for beginners, writes in a pleasant and informa- 
tive manner on such aspects of his subject as: the reasons why books are collected and 
why some authors are collected to the exclusion of others; why first editions are 
valuable, how to recognize them and how to find them; the care of books; old Bibles; 
and likely future rarities. An appendix gives useful suggestions for further reading. 
(oro) 
THE EARLY HISTORY OF SCIENCE. A Short Handlist. George Philip for 
The Historical Association, 2s.6d. sC8. 64 pages. Paper bound. (Helps for 
Students of History, No. $2) 
This handlist is intended as an introduction to the subject and to meet the needs of 
those students of the early history of science who cannot easily consult more complete 
bibliographies available elsewhere. The list is confined to books in English, although 
exceptions have been made in the case of particularly famous foreign works. (016.509) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


FUNDAMENTALS OF PSYCHOANALYSIS. Franz Alexander. Allen & 
Unwin, 16s. D8. 312 pages. Table. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Alexander is a recognized authority on psychoanalysis whose views, though not 
acceptable at all points to his fellow analysts, should at least be taken seriously. Here 
he attempts to present in systematic form the theoretical structure of Freudian psycho- 
logy; there are some case histories but on the whole the presentation is abstract. On 
controversial issues Alexander expounds his own views but makes it clear that other 
writers think differently and there is thus a rather detailed discussion of fine points, all 
within the field of analytic theory. Not written for specialists, the book still demands 
intelligent readers who are capable of close attention and are prepared to accept the 
beliefs of the Freudian school. (131.34) 


MORNING FACES. A Book of Children and Parents. John Mason Brown. 
Hamish Hamilton, t0s.6d. 1C8. 199 pages. 6 line drawings by Susanne Suba. 


The American author John Mason Brown, who is well known for his books on the 
theatre, here beguiles the reader with a humorous, thoughtful and sometimes touching 
account of what it means to be a father. His two young sons have provided him with 
an opportunity, of which he makes full use, to describe the anxieties, tribulations, 
problems and delights that are the common experience of parents however different 
their children’s upbringing may be. He enumerates with feeling both the qualities 
that endear and those that exasperate. He describes the exhausting energy of the young, 
their bloodthirstiness, their endless curiosity, their touching dependence and their need 
of security in the home. In introducing them to new experiences he rediscovers his 
own youth, and because he understands what is happening both to himself and to them, 
he most tellingly conveys the emotions that parents feel as they watch their children 
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advance to meet the future. He regards sensibly the changes that are constantly at work 
in the young and will eventually lead to independence. ‘Children learn to walk’, he 
says, ‘in order to walk away. This is one of life’s most poignant but healthy facts. The 
obligation of parenthood is to teach the young to stand on their own feet and equip 
them to take the direction of their choice.’ Parents can learn a lot from children, he 
contends; they may also learn not a little from this very personal account of one 
parent’s experiences. (136.74) 


THE BACKWARD CHILD. Sir Cyril Burt. 3rd edition. University of London 
Press, 25s. D8. 724 pages. Frontispiece and 13 diagrams and illustrations. 
34 tables. 4 appendices. Index of names. Index of subjects. 

This new edition of the second volume of Sir Cyril Burt’s well-known work on The 

Sub-normal Schoolchild includes references to the effects of the war years on educa- 

tional backwardness and to psychological experience and developments during that 

disturbed period. General causes of backwardness and the treatment of special types— 

the dull, the nervous, the inattentive, the stammering child, etc.—are discussed, as 

well as the organization and teaching methods appropriate to backward classes. 
(136.766) 

THE GROWTH OF PHILOSOPHIC RADICALISM. Elie Halévy. Translated 
from the French by Mary Morris. Reprint. Faber, 25s. D8. $71 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This study, first published in English in 1928 and now reprinted, has an established 

reputation as a work of outstanding illumination and breadth of scope on the English 

Utilitarians. Of particular merit is its account of the part played by Utilitarianism in 

the thought of the classical economists and its demonstration of how deeply the 

Benthamites were influenced by their belief in the possibilities of applying to the study 

of man and society the principles and methods of the physical sciences. Lord Lindsay 

of Birker says in his preface to this English edition that ‘perhaps the most striking im- 

pression which the book makes is how much of our thought on modern social 

problems . . . still follows the lines laid down by and still accepts the presuppositions 

of the philosophical Radicals’. The extensive classified bibliography by Mr. C. W. 

Everett occupies twenty-four pages. This is the chief work on the subject, but is not 

an easy introduction to it. (144) 


THE PSYCHOLOGY OF INTELLIGENCE. Jean Piaget. Translated from the 
French by Malcolm Piercy and D. E. Berlyne. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 15s. 
D8. 190 pages. Bibliography. Index of subjects. Index of names. (Inter- 
national Library of Psychology, Philosophy and Scientific Method) 

A translation of a work first published in France in 1947 in which the Director of the 

International Bureau of Education, Geneva, reproduces the substance of a series of 

lectures which he gave at the Collége de France in 1942. In his preface, he states that 

he intends to confine himself to ‘outlining one view, that based on the formation of 

“operations” ’, and to determining as objectively as possible its place among other 

theories of intelligence which have been put forward. After defining intelligence in 

relation to adaptive processes in general, he shows by examining the psychology of 
thought that the act of intelligence consists of ‘grouping’ operations according to 
certain definite structures; then, conceiving intelligence as the form of equilibrium 
towards which all cognitive processes tend, he discusses its relation to perception and 
habitat and its own complex development and socialization. (151) 
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THE FACTORIAL ANALYSIS OF HUMAN ABILITY. Sir Godfrey Thomson. 
4th edition. University of London Press, 20s. D8. 410 pages. 31 diagrams. 
Mathematical appendix. List of references. Index. 

A new edition, with some additions and revisions, of a work by the Bell Professor of 

Education in the University of Edinburgh which was first published in 1939. He 

attempts to write on a subject which is essentially mathematical in nature in such a 

way that ‘it can, it is hoped, be read by those who have no mathematics beyond the 

usual secondary school knowledge’. The study is divided into four parts: the analysis 
of tests; the estimation of factors; the influence of sampling and selection of the 

persons; and correlations between persons. (151.2) 


MORALS SINCE 1900. Gerald Heard. Andrew Dakers, 12s.6d. D8. 
223 pages. (Twentieth Century Histories) 
Mr. Heard first discusses the traditional English way of life which, based on the creed 
*Manners maketh man’, maintained a social cohesion by taking for granted an intui- 
tive mode, rather than a rational code, of morals. He thinks that by the nineteenth 
century the new industrial economy, in which money made man, presented, in 
challenging the old standards, a problem which had become acute by 1900. His 
purpose is to review the struggle made by the English to evolve a new standard of 
morals giving to the new complex society a vitality that would prevent its decomposi- 
tion. He feels that from the uneasy balance of these two standards (the intuitive and 
the realistic) no satisfactory moral code emerged for application to international 
affairs in the last fifty years. The author then traces the changes that have taken place 
in the community’s answers to the questions of right and wrong in applying force, 
in problems of sex and reproduction, in producing wealth and in analysing thought and 
motive. He examines the effects of pure and of applied research: the first, as encourag- 
ing man’s opinion that he is the arbiter of right and wrong; the second, as indicating 
there are limits he may not transgress. Mr. Heard finally estimates how far the three- 
fold advance in Law, Education and Hygiene constitutes true progress or the develop- 
ment of a new technique to ensure uniformity and coercion. The book indicates wide 
reading, and an earnest concern that modern problems should be regarded as moral 
problems. It will stimulate thought and argument, and provoke disagreement, but it 
cannot be ignored. (170.94208 ) 


SEXTUS EMPIRICUS. With an English translation by R. G. Bury. In 4 vols. 
IV. AGAINST THE PROFESSORS. Harvard University Press (U.S.A.), 
$3.00: Heinemann, 15s. F8. 417 pages. Index of names. (Loeb Classical 
Library) 

Sextus Empiricus wrote in the last part of the second century A.D. and his work is 

important as the only complete account of ancient Scepticism. He belongs to the new 

school of Scepticism which connected with logical theories the contention of the 
earlier ethical Sceptics, that man could not have any undeniable knowledge. In this 
present book Against the Professors (that is, the teachers of arts and sciences) Sceptical 
arguments are applied to the non-philosophical subjects of grammar, rhetoric, geo- 
metry, arithmetic, astrology and music to show that the positive knowledge they 
present is not knowledge at all. From a general argument against all professors as 
teachers of ‘subjects’ he proceeds in six books to deal with the subjects in detail. His 
arguments are ingenious and often amusing (on the astrologers, for example), and in 
defending usage rather than grammar as a criterion of correct speech he has a very 
modern appeal. The English translation appearing on opposite pages to the Greek text 
maintains the very high standard of this well-known classical library. (186.1) 
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RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


THE MESSAGE OF FATIMA. C.C. Martindale. Burns Oates & Washbourne, 
10s.6d. D8. 183 pages. 


This volume by the distinguished Jesuit, Father Martindale, concerns the authenticity 
of the message alleged to have been given by the Blessed Virgin to three peasant 
children at Fatima in Portugal in the year 1917. Books have been written about the 
apparitions in almost every language. Father Martindale seeks to re-examine the 
evidence and adds much material that has not hitherto been made available in English. 
He stayed many months on the scene and interrogated a number of surviving wit- 
nesses. While he acknowledges the problems which the apparitions have created, he 
believes that the message received was authentic. (231.73) 


THE WORK AND WORDS OF JESUS. A. M. Hunter. S.C.M. Press, 12s.6d. 
D8. 196 pages. Appendices. Indexes. 
The author, who is Professor of Biblical Criticism in Aberdeen University, attempts in 
this volume to provide a portrait of the person and work of Christ as presented in the 
Gospels. While in recent years there have been illuminating discussions of such 
questions as the Kingdom of God, the Son of Man and eschatology, hardly any New 
Testament scholars seem disposed to venture to write a ‘life’ of Christ embodying 
the results of recent scholarship. Professor Hunter’s work is to be welcomed as a 
courageous endeavour to remedy this defect. The first part contains an interesting 
account of the lives of Jesus produced during the last two centuries and a careful 
examination of questions relating to sources, chronology and background. In the 
second part, he deals with the birth and early years, the baptism and temptation. The 
third part is concerned with the ministry and here the author discusses such crucial 
themes as miracles, the training of the twelve, the teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom, 
Himself, His death, His passion, the future and the Resurrection. The appendices give 
the text of Q, the sayings—source used by the first and third evangelists; M, the tradi- 
tion peculiar to Matthew; and L, the tradition peculiar to Luke. This book should 
prove of real value not only to the specialist but to every serious student of the New 
Testament. (232.9) 


PASCAL’S PENSE&ES. French text with an English translation, brief notes 
and an introduction. H. F. Stewart. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. D8. 
567 pages. Index. 

The late Dr. H. F. Stewart was Reader in French in the University of Cambridge and 

a well-known authority on Pascal. In this work, which he had prepared just before 

his death and which was edited for publication by I. M. McLean, we are provided 

with a fresh translation and a new arrangement of the Pensées. The Pensées are here set 
out in two main divisions: Apology and Adversaria. In the Apology for Christianity, 

Dr. Stewart follows the plan laid down by Filleau de la Chaise and Etienne Périer. 

The Apology considers first man without God and then with Him. It witnesses to the 

happiness which man, having learnt to know himself, finds with God as revealed in the 

Scriptures and in Christ. The value of Dr. Stewart’s arrangement is that the Pensées 

are seen to be not so many isolated aphorisms but the expression of a specific philo- 

sophy of life. The ground plan of Pascal’s thought is unveiled. Adversaria comprise 
miscellaneous fragments and logical disputations which seem to lie outside the scope 
of the Apology. There is every reason to believe that this handsome volume is likely 

to become the standard edition of the Pensées. (239) 
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HYMNS IN CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. H. A. L. Jefferson. Rockliff, 17s.6d. D8. 
304 pages. Frontispiece and 1s illustrations. Bibliography. Indexes. 
This book describes the contribution made by Catholic and Protestant traditions as 
found in the hymns of the Anglican and Free Churches. The use and development of 
hymns are examined and illustrations are drawn from a wide diversity of peoples and 
periods, including the treasures of German hymnody and of the Greek and Latin 
worship of the early Church. There are chapters on the hymns of Isaac Watts and 
Charles Wesley as well as a section dealing with American writers. The book is well 
written and much information otherwise not easily accessible is put at the disposal of 
the general reader. It contains portraits of English and American hymn writers, an 
MS. of ‘Christians, awake’ and Kipling’s corrected proof of the ‘Recessional’. (245) 


THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD. Being the Warrack Lectures delivered in 
1949. R. E. McIntyre. Nelson, 6s. C8. 127 pages. 


These lectures were delivered by the minister of Morningside High Church, Edin- 
burgh, to Divinity students at Glasgow and Aberdeen. They are written in an intimate 
style and should prove of interest not only to preachers of all denominations but to 
their hearers. The treatment of the use of the Old and New Testaments in preaching 
as well as the place of doctrine and dogma is specially suggestive. (251) 


WATERS OF SILENCE. Thomas Merton. Hollis & Carter, 15s. D8. 307 pages. 
Frontispiece and 35 illustrations. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. 
This book is written by the author of Elected Silence which has had a wide circulation. 
He gives here a popular yet detailed account of the Trappist or Cistercian order. There 
are chapters on La Grande Trappe in the seventeenth century under de Rance; the 
founding of the abbey at Gethsemani and the remarkable growth of the American 
foundations. We are also given a clear picture of the life of the Trappist monk, and its 
supreme end is illustrated from the lives of those who have moulded and inspired the 
Order through the ages. The book is well produced and is written in an attractive 
style. (271.12) 


THE ENGLISH REFORMATION TO 1558. T. M. Parker. Oxford University 
Press, 5s. F8. 208 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Home University Library) 
This book deals with the two sides of the English Reformation, the political and the 
religious, as they developed up to 1558. The first, dealing with who should govern the 
Church in England, is traced from the continued opposition, from medieval times, of 
the English Monarchy to the temporal claims of the Papacy in England. This rivalry 
between Church and State presented itself sharply to Henry VIII when he felt his 
omnicompetence challenged over ‘the Divorce Question’ and was settled by his legis- 
lation making the Monarch head of Church and State. Dealing with the religious side 
of the Reformation, the author points out the small but active elements of doctrinal 
opposition before the breach with Rome; he considers the attitude of Henry VIII to 
religious reform and reformers, and the rise to power of reformers in Church and 
State under Edward VI. This brought about the Protestant revolution with a complete 
new liturgy and prepared for the attempt of Mary Tudor to restore Papal power. Mr. 
Parker explains the failure of Mary’s attempt to restore the ancient English constitu- 
tion of Church and State. An epilogue, giving a general survey of subsequent develop- 
ments of the Reformation, rounds off this scholarly and readable account of one of 
the most important periods in English history. (274.205) 
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THE CONCEPT OF DEITY. A Comparative and Historical Study. E. O. 
James. Hutchinson, 18s. M8. 200 pages. Index. (Hutchinson’s University 
Library) 

This volume is based upon the Wilde lectures delivered by the author in the University 

of Oxford. While it is primarily intended for students of comparative religion and 

theology, the needs of a wider public have been kept in view. We are provided with 

a study of the concept of deity not as an abstraction but as a force that has built itself 

up into human culture. The idea of God is examined in primitive society, in the 

civilizations of the Ancient East, in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam as well as the 
religions of India and China. In the last three chapters the author considers the philo- 
sophical and theological implications of the comparative and historical evidence which 
he has assembled. The final chapter is concerned with the question of divine revelation, 
and here the distinction between natural and revealed religion, and the function of 
reason in relation to revelation, are discussed. This work is an important contribution 
to the history of religion. It reveals unusually wide knowledge and a refreshingly 
balanced judgment. The high level of the historical and comparative section is not 

perhaps maintained in the latter chapters where there is undue compression and not a 

little obscurity. The author is Professor of the History and Philosophy of Religion in 

the University of London. (291.21) 


LIVING BY ZEN. Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki. Rider for The Buddhist Society, 
15s. C8. 187 pages. Index. (The Collected Works of D. T. Suzuki edited by 
Christmas Humphreys) 

The Zen school of Buddhism was introduced into China by Bodhi-Dharma in the 

sixth century A.D. and spread thence into Japan. The author, who is Professor of 

Buddhist philosophy in the Otani University, Kyoto, sets out to describe, for Western 

readers, the principles of the Zen approach to the problems of life. This is not easy 

since Zen philosophy contends that comprehension of the Buddha-nature cannot be 
made through the intellect. Much of the book consists of definitions of that experience 
of enlightenment, satori, without which there can be no insight into the truth of Zen. 

Suzuki describes the various methods of approach to satori, including the koan system 

of meditation. Throughout the book, which is a completely new work written since 

the war, his statements are illustrated by anecdotes from the lives of the great Zen 
masters and their disciples. His Collected Works are being issued in groups of three 
volumes, and this volume is in the second group; the editor is President of the 

Buddhist Society, London. (294.3) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Social Surveys 
REPORT ON A SOCIAL SURVEY OF SEKONDI-TAKORADI. K. A. Busia. 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, 7s.6d. D8. 164 pages. 2 maps. Tables. 


Mr. Busia is Officer-in-Charge of the Social Survey of the Gold Coast and his first 
subject of investigation has been the municipality of Sekondi-Takoradi which, owing 
to its importance as a port during the war of 1939-45, has grown greatly in recent 
years; the population in 1948 was 44,130. The survey is designed to elucidate the 
practical problems confronting the administrator rather than to investigate the 
theoretical side of the town’s social structure. Among the subjects covered are housing, 
employment, married life, school training, municipal administration, juvenile delin- 
quency and other social problems. (309.16671) 


803 








Political Science 


FRIENDS OR FOES? A Point of View and a Programme for Racial Harmony 
in South Africa. Arthur Keppel-Jones. Shuter & Shooter (Pietermaritzburg, 
South Africa), 8s.6d. C8. 231 pages. Endpaper maps. 

This new book by the author of the South African best-seller When Smuts Goes, was 

actually written during November 1948, but circumstances have prevented earlier 

publication. It is even more opportune now than then. The author’s conclusion is 
that in a multi-racial society such as South Africa, government by simple and un- 
restricted majorities is not workable. He quotes the United Kingdom as an example of 

a multi-national state where harmony under a unitary constitution is only possible 

because of special conventional restraints which give it something of a federal character 

in practice, though even these are not now appearing to be adequate. Dr. Keppel- 

Jones’s solution for South Africa is a federal constitution with four Native states: 

Transkei, Zululand, Letaba (N.E. Transvaal), and Bechuanaland; an Indian state in 

Natal called Inanda; and six European states: Cape of Good Hope (Cape Peninsula 

and district), Albany (Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown area) and Natal—all pre- 

dominantly English-speaking; Boland (the rest of the Cape Province), Orange Free 

State (present province plus much of S.W. Transvaal) and Transvaal—all with a 

majority of Afrikaans-speaking people, though in the Transvaal this majority would 

be slight. The present political position is analysed with care and the details for the 

proposed Federation worked out. (323.168) 


A HISTORY OF INDIANS IN BRITISH GUIANA. Dwarka Nath. Nelson, 
12s.6d. 251 pages. 8 photographs. 38 tables. 3 diagrams. Map. Index. 

The first Indians came to British Guiana in 1838 under a system of contracted immi- 

gration and they now comprise 44 per cent of the population of the colony. The 

author, a member of the British Guiana Civil Service, working largely from original 

sources, has compiled an account of their history up to the present day. The main 

narrative is supplemented by a large number of tables covering all aspects of the life 


of the Indian community. The book is published with the authority of the Governor 
of British Guiana. (325.2540988) 


ENQUIRY INTO THE DISORDERS IN THE EASTERN PROVINCES OF 
NIGERIA: PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION. Colonial Office. 
2 vols. H.M. Stationery Office, 42s. Ffol. 428 : 489 pages. Paper bound. 
The Report of the Commission of Enquiry was published as a Colonial Office Paper 
in June (noted in British Book News, September 1950). This verbatim account of the 
Commission’s Proceedings has now been published in duplicated form and will prove 
a valuable source of information on labour problems in Nigeria. — (325.315096698) 


CONSTITUTIONS OF THE BRITISH COLONIES. S. D. Bailey. The 
Hansard Society, 2s.6d. C8. 52 pages. Paper bound. 


The British Colonies are considered in groups: the Western Hemisphere, Africa, Far 
East and Pacific, and Miscellaneous; there is a short introduction to each, outlining 
recent political events in the area, followed by a note on each individual colony, 
including the population, the power of the Governor or other chief official, the various 
legislative and advisory bodies and the nature of the franchise. The former Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the Rt. Hon. A. Creech Jones, contributes a foreword to this 
useful compilation. (325.342) 
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RUSSIA AND THE UNITED STATES. Pitirim A. Sorokin. 2nd edition. 
Stevens & Sons, 12s.6d. D8. 226 pages. Index. (Library of World Affairs) 
The publication of a book on Russian-American relations is opportune and Dr. 
Sorokin of Harvard University, himself of Russian origin and a resident of many years 
in the United States, is well qualified to present an objective review of such relations, 
past, present and future. The book is a comparative survey of the subject and covers 
such matters as sociocultural similarities, social institutions, Russian religious and 
ecclesiastical institutions, moral standards and economic progress. A stimulating 
chapter is devoted to conditions and possibilities of a lasting peace. In this new edition 
the original text has been revised and brought up to date and a new chapter added. 

The book is published under the auspices of the London Institute of World Affairs. 


(327.730047) 
Economics 


COLOMBIA: ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN 
COLOMBIA. L. A. Scopes for the Board of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 
1s.3d. sR8. 44 pages. Paper bound. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

The last report on Colombia in this series was written in 1938. The present publication 

fills the gap, describing a period of impressive industrial development and commercial 

activity followed by governmental over-spending and consequently enforced re- 
trenchment. It gives statistics of trade and production and also touches on various 

social questions. (330.986) 


ARE WORKERS HUMAN? Gordon Rattray Taylor. Falcon Press, 10s.6d. D8. 
196 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The author holds that strikes, voluntary absenteeism and deliberate restriction of 
output are all unnecessary, and represent an appalling failure of social co-operation. 
He argues from the experiences of various English and American firms that it is the 
frustrated and driven worker who is most likely to strike, and that the best way to 
increase output is to work for the general happiness anc. development of the employee. 
Other works by the same author are Economics for the Exasperated and Conditions of 
Happiness. (331.1) 


JOINT CONSULTATION OVER THIRTY YEARS. A Case Study. Sir 
Charles Gardner Renold. Foreword by Sir Clive Baillieu. Allen & Unwin, 
18s. M8. 225 pages. Tables. Diagrams. 

This is a publication sponsored by the British Institute of Management and written by 

a Managing Director, giving a full and detailed account of the thirty years’ experience 

of his firm in Joint Consultation between management and workers. The history and 

development of these relations is retailed in a most attractive style. This is an out- 
standing book which should be read by all factory and employment managers, by 

directors who control policy and by Trade Union officials. (331.152) 


LABOUR RELATIONS IN LONDON TRANSPORT. H. A. Clegg. Blackwell 
(Oxford), 15s. D8. 196 pages. 

The nationalization of industry, by creating industrial undertakings far larger and 

with more remote control than Great Britain has seen before, has intensified the 

problem of labour relations. Mr. Clegg, a Fellow of Nuffield College, Oxford, deals 

with the problem as it relates to London Transport. He discusses wages and working- 

hours, the methods of negotiation and consultation between management and staff, 
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and the question of general welfare. His conclusion is that the public corporation has 
not, so far, provided an adequate solution to the problems of relations between 
employer and employed. (331.1856) 


SOVIET TRADE UNIONS. Their Place in Soviet Labour Policy. Isaac 

Deutscher. Royal Institute of International Affairs, 7s.6d. C8. 165 pages. Index. 
An important service to would-be students of the Soviet scene in all its facets has been 
rendered by Mr. Deutscher in this account tracing the history of the Soviet trade 
unions since 1917, and describing the stages of their transformation from independent 
organizations of the Russian working class to their present status as more or less com- 
pulsory State agencies used as instruments in the Government’s economic policies and 
providing the means of administering the social insurance system. Additional value is 
given to the book, which is of unique interest in being the first comprehensive study 
of the subject whether in English or Russian, from the fact that the development of 
the trade unions is juxtaposed to the development of Soviet labour policy as a whole. 
Moreover, Mr. Deutscher, whose stature as a commentator on European affairs was 
increased by his 1949 political portrait of Stalin, here contributes also a most useful 
analysis of the main formative decisions concerning Soviet industry and the prolonged 
and severe disputes which they occasioned. In an appendix is reproduced the Statute 
of the Soviet Trade Unions adopted by the Tenth Congress of the Trade Unions of the 
U.S.S.R. (331.880947) 


THE WINNIPEG GENERAL STRIKE. D. C. Masters. University of Toronto 
Press (Toronto, Canada), $3.50. sR8. 174 pages. Index. 


This is a readable and impartial account of the general strike which paralysed Winnipeg 
from 15 May to 25 June 1919. It began in the metal shops and spread until 30,000 
industrial workers and civil servants were out in sympathy. Its effectiveness was 
decreased by a Citizens Committee, which was organized to support constituted 
authority and to keep the pubiic utilities operating. Finally, most of the strike leaders 
were arrested, at the instigation of the Minister of Justice, the Hon. Arthur Meighen, 
and charged with seditious conspiracy. A few days later, the Royal North West 
Mounted Police were called out to prevent a parade of returned soldiers held in 
support of the strikers. The police were showered with missiles and they fired on the 
crowd. These events led to the end of the strike. The leaders were convicted of con- 
spiracy to overthrow the Government. The author believes there was nothing in their 
conduct to indicate such an attempt and that the strike was an effort to secure the 
principle of collective bargaining. Professor Masters suggests that the culprit in the 
dark was the ‘One Big Union’, though it was not directly connected with the strike; 
and that if the O.B.U. had succeeded it would have usurped the functions of govern- 
ment. In his account of the events leading up to the strike, Professor Masters devotes 
considerable space to the O.B.U. but little to social, economic or political grievances. 
The book is well documented and indexed. (331.892971) 


THE VALUE OF MONEY. A Discussion of Various Monetary Theories and 
an Exposition of the Yield Theory of the Value of Money. Tjardus 
Greidanus. 2nd edition, Staples Press, 21s. D8. 401 pages. Index. 

The author’s conception of the problem is that the value of money would still need 

to be explained even if no fluctuations of the price level occurred; it would still need 

to be shown why at a given moment the level of prices was what it was, and not 
higher or lower. In this book, first published in 1932, he expands this value theory of 

money, which he firstexpounded in 1918inhis work De Waardederruilmiddelen. (332.413) 
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THE CUSTOMS UNION ISSUE. Jacob Viner. Stevens & Sons for the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 20s. D8. 230 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


This work is a study of the possibilities and limitations of customs unions as a method 
of regulating international commercial relations and as a partial solution of the 
economic and political problems of today. The author examines the compatibility of 
unions with the most-favoured-nations principle, imperial preference, regional and 
plurilateral agreements, the economic and political aspects of a customs union, the 
Havana Charter and future prospects. A most useful list of Conventions, decrees, etc., 
concerning customs unions and a comprehensive bibliography have been included. 
(337.91) 


Law 


CURRENT LEGAL PROBLEMS, 1950. Edited by George W. Keeton and 

Georg Schwarzenberger. Stevens & Sons, 21s. D8. 314 pages. Tables. Index. 
This is the third volume in the series and contains public lectures delivered in the 
Faculty of Laws at University College, London, during the session 1949-50 together 
with Lord Normand’s Presidential Address to the Bentham Club on the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council—retrospect and prospect. The lectures contained in 
the volume are: Changing Conception of Trusteeship, G. W. Keeton; Anachronisms 
in Equity, O. R. Marshall; Marriage in Ancient and Modern Law, R. Powell; The 
Changed Relation of Landlord and Tenant, D. Lloyd; Evolution of the Law of Libel, 
R. O'Sullivan; Trade Protection and Monopoly, R. A. Eastwood; Law of the Theatre, 
E. R. H. Ivamy; Possession and Larceny, J. Ll. J. Edwards; Social and Constitutional 
Aspects of the New Planning Law, R. C. FitzGerald: Law of Courts Martial, D. C. 
Holland; British Public Law and the Civil Law in Malta, J. M. Ganado; Origins of 
Administrative Centralization; Human Rights and the Colour Problem; and The 
Problem of an International Criminal Law, G. Schwarzenberger. (340.05) 


THE TREATY OF UNION OF SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND, 1707. 

Edited, with an introduction, by George S. Pryde. Nelson, ss. C8. 128 pages. 
The editor is Senior Lecturer in History in Glasgow University and is a recognized 
authority on Scotland in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. This admirable book 
is also timely because of the movement for fuller control of Scottish affairs by Scottish 
people; one chapter of the introductory account of the background discusses the Union 
from the point of view of today. The book gives a study of the 1707 Treaty, the causes 
that led up to it, the terms of the Treaty and the consequences of the Union. The actual 
text of the Treaty is included as well as the Acts of the English and Scottish Parliaments 
which formed integral parts of the Union. (341.242) 


LAW OF PARENT AND CHILD. Erwin Spiro. Juta (Cape Town, South 

Africa), $7s.6d. D8. 383 pages. Index. 
The law of South Africa is largely based on the Roman-Dutch system and this first 
exhaustive treatise on the law as it affects the relations between parents and children 
will be of value both to the South African and to those interested in comparative 
legislation. The effects of recent legislation such as the South African Citizenship Act 

are clearly explained, and there is also a chapter on the judgments of foreign courts. 

(347.6) 
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ELEMENTS OF MERCANTILE LAW. T. M. Stevens. 11th edition by John 
Montgomerie. Butterworth, 15s. D8. 808 pages. Tables. Index. 
§ 5 8 

This book is a standard work for students on the mercantile law of England. It deals 

comprehensively with the subject under the following headings: (i) Contract; 

(ii) Agency, partnership and companies; (iii) Rules relating to the subject matter of 

contracts; (iv) Bankruptcy; (v) Arbitration; (vi) Patents, designs, trade marks, etc.; 

and (vii) Stock Exchange transactions. It is extensively annotated and much of it has 

had to be rewritten because of changes in law since the last edition was published. 
(347-7) 


MANUAL OF THE LAW OF EVIDENCE. S. L. Phipson. 7th edition by Sir 

Roland Burrows. Sweet & Maxwell, 22s.6d. D8. 332 pages. Tables. Index. 
The law of evidence is an involved branch of English law and Sir Roland Burrows, a 
King’s Counsel and Reader at the Inns of Court, has carefully revised this students’ 
book with the result that it is a clear and concise guide to the subject. It deals with the 
production of evidence, the admissibility of evidence (facts, witnesses and documents) 
and the effect of evidence. (347.94) 


THE COURT OF APPEAL IN ENGLAND. Sir Raymond Evershed. The 

Athlone Press of the University of London, 2s.6d. D8. 32 pages. Paper bound. 
The author of this brochure is Master of the Rolls and, by virtue of his office, day-to- 
day President of the Court of Appeal. This court in its present form is less than eighty 
years old and before dealing with its growth the author tells something of the earlier 
appeal courts and of the origin of the office he now occupies. The earlier part of the 
nineteenth century saw the demand for reform of the courts increase, culminating with 
the passing of the Judicature Act of 1873 under which the present Court of Appeal was 
established. After covering this period the author goes on to explain the function of 
the court and its jurisdiction and in a short space has produced a most concise summary 
of his subject. The book is a reprint of a lecture delivered before the University of 
London in February, 1950. (347.990942) 


THE VERDERERS AND SPEECH-COURT OF THE FOREST OF DEAN. 
Cyril E. Hart. John Bellows (Gloucester), 10s. D8. 78 pages. Portrait frontis- 
piece. 9 photographs. 9 drawings in text. 

The English legal system is rich in the possession of several minor courts of law set up 

for the administration of justice in some peculiar respect, among the most ancient of 

which are those courts in which the laws of the forest are administered. The office of 

Verderer was in existence in the eleventh century and the earliest reference to that 

office in connection with the Royal Forest of Dean is 1216. The author of this short 

history is a Surveyor who has been connected with the Verderers over a long period. 

He has written an intriguing little book in which he deals with the various courts of 

the Forest of Dean, the Verderers of the forest and the present court—the Speech- 

Court. He writes on the origin of the courts and the office of Verderer, their vicissi- 

tudes, functions and jurisdiction. The book will appeal to legal historians and anti- 

quarians alike and is a welcome addition to a scanty literature. (347.99094241) 


PRIMITIVE LAW. A. S. Diamond. 2nd edition. Watts, 15s. D8. 461 pages. 
Index. 

In this work (first published in 1935 and slightly revised for the present edition) the 

term primitive law is used to indicate law from its earliest beginnings and not to 
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signify law in force amongst primitive peoples. Dr. Diamond sets out to prove that 
law is not founded in religion, a theory generally accepted hitherto. He shows by a 
scholarly review of the ancient codes and other authorities that law has its own history 
and development. Throughout the work Maine’s views and theories are subjected to 
a critical examination. The first part is introductory. The second deals with law, 
morality and religion, whilst the last, and largest, part is a history of primitive law. It 
is a stimulating work and the author’s opinions will undoubtedly receive the respect 
to which they are so obviously entitled. The literature on the origin of law is con- 
siderably enriched by its publication and the author may be regarded as the successor 
to Maine as an authority on early law and legal history. (349.3) 


Administration 


AN OUTLINE OF SCIENTIFIC CRIMINOLOGY. Nigel Morland. Cassell, 
12s.6d. C8. 288 pages. 12 pages of photographs. Appendices. Biblio- 
graphies. Index. 

The subject of this work is of wide interest to the police officer, the lawyer, the 

criminal scientist, the doctor and the writer, all of whom will find here a most useful 

outline of the science of criminology. Its great merit lies in its conciseness and clarity. 

The aspects of the subject covered include fingerprints, identification of individuals, 

ballistics, medical jurisprudence, forensic chemistry, documentary evidence and 

forgeries, cryptography and secret writing and the use of microscope and camera. A 

final chapter is devoted to the application of scientific criminology. At the conclusion 

of each chapter additional notes and a bibliography are given and appendices to the 
t 

accurate description of wanted persons, blood grouping, etc. In compiling his book 

the author, an authoritative writer on the subject, has drawn upon the experience of 

many distinguished experts, in addition to his own reading. (351.74) 


book contain useful facts on such matters as equipment, particulars necessary for 
| ) 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE OF THE METROPOLIS 
FOR THE YEAR 1949. Home Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 
go pages. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7985) 

As in previous years, the report gives details of recruitment, training, pay and welfare 

of the London police; it presents classified statistics of crime in the London area; it 

shows the working of traffic regulations, giving statistics of road casualties; and it 
gives details of specific police duties relating to aliens, drunkenness, lost property and 

other matters. (352.200421) 


SCOTTISH ADMINISTRATION. A Handbook prepared by the Scottish 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 1s.6d. sR8. 56 pages. Appen- 
dices. Paper bound. 

Owing to the nature of its subject-matter, this booklet is not a narrative intended for 

continuous reading so much as a handbook of reference. It provides a general account 

of Scottish administrative arrangements as they stand at present, with particulars of 
the scope of Government business transacted in Scotland. Introductory chapters on the 

Organization in Outline and on Scotland in Parliament are followed by an account of 

the Scottish Departments, and Great Britain Departments. Appendices give informa- 

tion on organizations concerned with economic affairs, Interdepartmental Com- 

mittees, nationalized industries, and Scottish Courts of Law. (354.41) 
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DIALOGUS DE SCACCARIO (THE COURSE OF THE EXCHEQUER). 
CONSTITUTIO DOMUS REGIS (THE KING’S HOUSEHOLD). Richard, 
Son of Nigel. Translated from the Latin, with Introduction and Notes, by 
Charles Johnson. Nelson, 15s. M8. 344 pages. Plate. Diagram. Bibliography. 
Index. (Medieval Classics) 


This edition gives parallel texts of the original Latin and the English translation of 
these writings by Richard Fitznigel, Bishop of London (1130-1198), who was also 
known as Richard Fitzneale. He was King Henry II’s Treasurer, and Dialogus de 
Scaccario, about ‘the course of the Exchequer’, is a classic on the Crown finances, 
indispensable to serious students of medieval English history. Mr. Charles Johnson is 
the surviving editor of the standard edition of 1902. He has re-edited the treatise with 
a succinct introduction and sparse notes that compress admirably the apparatus of the 
former edition and the material that has been published during the past half-century. 
There is also a description of Henry I's household (Constitutio Domus Regis). The 
Dialogus is a unique description of a twelfth-century government department, with 
invaluable details of fiscal administration. The editing is so helpful yet unobtrusive 
that to read the book is a pleasant diversion. Mr. Charles Johnson was formerly an 
Assistant Keeper of the Public Records and Vice-President both of the Society of 
Antiquaries and of the Royal Historical Society. (354.422) 


Civil Defence 


CIVIL DEFENCE: MANUAL OF BASIC TRAINING. Vol. II. Pamphlet 
No. 6. ATOMIC WARFARE. Home Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. sR8. 
42 pages. 26 photographs. Appendix. Glossary. Paper bound. 

This short manual of practical information about the atomic bomb and its effects is 

based on the known effects of the type of bombs used against Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 

and is intended for Civil Defence workers. One of its aims is to show that there are 
today a great many practical steps that will greatly reduce the casualty-producing 
power of this bomb. The pamphlet covers Features of an Atomic Explosion; Heat 

Flash; Radioactivity; and Blast. An appendix deals briefly with the elements of nuclear 

physics. (355.23) 


Education 


THE FOUR PILLARS OF wispOM. A Rational Approach to a Healthy 
Education. Sir Sheldon F. Dudley. Watts, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 263 pages. List 
of references. 


The author of this intentionally provocative book believes that the four fundamental 
sciences on which all future knowledge should be built and which are essential for the 
growth in the individual of wisdom and a sound critical outlook are logic, psychology, 
statistics and semantics. These, he considers, should be deliberately taught, as disci- 
plines, from the first, and not left to chance acquirement, and he warns of the con- 
sequences of their neglect in our educational system. Writing as a Rationalist, he 
expresses his point of view with vigour and draws extensively on his long and varied 
medical and naval experience (he was Medical Director-General of the Royal Navy, 
1941-6) to illustrate his thesis, and quotes many authorities in support of his arguments. 


(370.1) 
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THE YEAR BOOK OF EDUCATION, 1950. Evans, 63s. D8. 661 pages. 
Tables. Index. 
The theme of this issue is largely sociological, the main topic being the inter-relation 
of the educational and occupational patterns in different countries and regions. The 
educational system is regarded as a whole, especially in its selective and vocational 
aspects, and the book represents the results of a comprehensive attempt to discover the 
various reasons for vocational decisions. Subjects discussed include the relative im- 
portance of heredity and environment; family traditions and parental income; class 
and caste, and social hierarchies; social mobility and occupational mobility; voca- 
tional guidance; selection by intelligence tests, psychological tests and examinations; 
the rdle of the State; the effect of social change and industrialization; and selection and 
training for leadership. As in former volumes educational experts in the many countries 
from which reports have been obtained have been left free to deal with their contribu- 
tions as they thought best, editorial direction being confined to general themes and 
questions. The work is published in association with the University of London 
Institute of Education. (370.58) 


THE HISTORY OF WESTERN EDUCATION. William Boyd. sth edition, 
enlarged. A. & C. Black, 20s. D8. 484 pages. Bibliographies. Index. 

This revised and enlarged edition of a standard work by the Reader Emeritus in 

Education in the University of Glasgow, which first appeared in 1921, contains an 

additional chapter of fifty-four pages on twentieth-century education, including 

developments since the Second World War. (370.9) 


THE EDUCATIONAL THOUGHT AND INFLUENCE OF MATTHEW 
ARNOLD. W. F. Connell. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. D8. 320 pages. 
Appendix. Bibliography. Index. (International Library of Sociology and 
Social Reconstruction) 

This study, presented as a thesis for the degree of Ph.D. (Education), is now published 

with the approval of the University of London, and Sir Fred Clarke, formerly Chair- 

man of the Central Advisory Council for Education contributes an introduction. For 
the first time Arnold is treated as an educator rather than as a literary figure or social 
commentator. Dr. Connell, an Australian who is Lecturer in Education in the Uni- 
versity of Melbourne, shows how Arnold sought always to relate his philosophy and 
his writings to the social realities of the times and at the same time “to some underlying 
framework of principles built up within himself, upon which his judgments were 
based’. The appendix contains a number of Arnold’s letters which have not previously 

been published. (370.92) 

THE STATE AND SCHOOL EDUCATION, 1640-1660. A Survey based 
on Printed Sources. W. A. L. Vincent. S.P.C.K. for The Church Historical 
Society, 11s.6d. D8. 156 pages. 2 appendices (one a bibliography). Index. 

A study of education in the seventeenth century under the Commonwealth, con- 

cerned with the control and support of education by the State and therefore of rele- 

vance to modern educational problems. Mr. Vincent is Chaplain of Christ Church, 

Oxford, and Headmaster of Christ Church Choir School. (370.94206) 

GAMES ACTIVITIES FOR GIRLS. Margaret Dunn. Blackie, 5s. C8. 96 pages. 
$7 diagrams. (The Technique of Teaching) 

Written mainly for those who teach children of seven to twelve years of age, but also 

of use in coaching older girls, this book by the Adviser in Physical Education to the 
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West Riding County Council aims not so much at providing a list of games and 
activities as at drawing attention to those qualities and skills required of a good games 
player. It suggests ways in which younger children can be given opportunities to learn 
correct movements and develop those qualities and skills in preparation for the major 
games such as hockey, netball and tennis which will be played later. Clear instructions, 
with diagrams, are given of individual activities and team games, and there are 
chapters on games equipment and improvised apparatus, and the games lesson. 
(371.74) 
THE PUBLIC AND PREPARATORY SCHOOLS YEAR BOOK, I950. 
Edited by J. F. Burnet and L. W. Taylor. A. & C. Black, 15s. C8. 962 pages. 
Indexes. 
Full information about Public and Preparatory Schools in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland is given in this sixty-first annual issue of the official book of reference of the 
Headmasters’ Conference and of the Association of Preparatory Schools. The first 
part of the book gives particulars of Governing Bodies, staff, nomination and admis- 
sion, entrance examination and scholarships, fees and charges, and lists of honours of 
the schools accepted as eligible for representation at the Headmasters’ Conference 
(details of other Public Schools are not included). The second part gives detailed in- 
formation concerning Preparatory Schools and further matters of interest relating to 
Public and Preparatory Schools, revised and brought up to date. The concluding 
section deals mainly with careers, and their conditions of entry and prospects. 
(373420058) 
TEACHING ENGLISH THROUGH SELF-EXPRESSION. A Course in Speech, 
Mime and Drama. E. J. Burton. Evans, 6s. C8. 232 pages. 
As a means of increasing the imaginative experience and powers of self-expression, 
the use of mime, speech activity and improvised drama is acknowledged to be one of 
the most effective, especially as these activities can be made so enjoyable for the pupils. 
Mr. Burton here sets down the materials of lessons which he himself has taken with 
his classes. The book is divided into ‘Let’s Pretend’ (mime), ‘Let’s Talk’, and “Let’s 
Act’. Each lesson is given as it may be presented to children, and concludes with sug- 
gestions for written work based on it and notes to help the less experienced teacher. 
The author is master in charge of speech work and drama at Latymer’s School, 
Edmonton. (375.42) 


THE UNITY OF KNOWLEDGE. Reflections on the Universities of Cam- 
bridge and London. George B. Jeffery. Cambridge University Press, 3s.6d. 
sC8. 77 pages. Paper bound. 

The third Arthur Stanley Eddington Memorial Lecture, delivered by the Director of 

the University of London Institute of Education on 1 November 1949, Dr. Jeffery 

reflects on the history of the two universities during the past century and a quarter in 
order to reconsider their present function and the extent to which universities arc 
meeting the needs of today, particularly the need for leadership in the integrating of 

knowledge. (378.42) 

Communication: Canals 


BRITISH CANALS. Charles Hadfield. Phoenix House, 16s. D8. 260 pages. 
8 plates. 44 illustrations in text. 17 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Hadfield, who has made a life-long study of the British canal and waterways 

system, calls his Survey an ‘Illustrated History’. It is just that. He has drawn much of 
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his material, and many of his illustrations, from little-known eighteenth-and nineteenth- 
century sources, and with his many useful maps and extensive bibliography he has 
produced what is undoubtedly the most practical concise guide to the subject from 
its beginnings to the most recent legislation—the Transport Act of 1947. It will be 
invaluable as an accessible authority, since it is written from wide knowledge of 
original reports, plans and projects. (386.460942) 


PHILOLOGY 


A GUIDE TO MALAY CONVERSATION. A. E. Coope. Kelly & Walsh 
(Singapore), 6s. SuR8. 124 pages. Linen bound. 


A revised edition of a useful book designed to enable the beginner to acquire facility 
in speaking Malay. (499.2) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Algebra 
THE THEORY OF GROUP CHARACTERS AND MATRIX REPRESENTA- 
TIONS OF GROUPS. Dudley E. Littlewood. and edition. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 25s. IM8. 318 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The second edition of the only book so far published in Britain on the Frobenius 
theory of group characters. It provides a self-contained account of the theory in rela- 
tion to both finite and continuous matrix groups. Introductory chapters on matrices, 
algebras and groups bridge the gap between the ordinary degree course and the main 
theme. The topics covered include the symmetric group, Schur functions, and groups 
of unitary matrices. The treatment throughout is clear and authoritative. This edition 
contains an appendix on recent developments, incidental corrections in the text and a 
supplementary bibliography. ($12.8) 
Astronomy 
ASTRONOMY OF STELLAR ENERGY AND DECAY. Martin Johnson. 
Foreword by F. M. J. Stratton. Faber, 16s. D8. 216 pages. Plates. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


Chis book bridges the gap between popular astronomy and research literature. In the 
first part a non-mathematical account is given of the properties of steady and non- 
steady stars and the corresponding theoretical models. A student’s introduction to the 
analysis of the facts and associated mathematical theories is given in the second part. 
The author is Reader in Astrophysics in the University of Birmingham. (523.8) 


CONSTANTS, FORMULAE AND METHODS USED BY THE ORDNANCE 
SURVEY FOR COMPUTING IN THE TRANSVERSE MERCATOR 
PROJECTION. With Some Notes on the Triangulation of Great Britain 
and Choice of Projection. Ordnance Survey. H.M. Stationery Office, Is. 
sR8. 32 pages. Paper bound. 

This pamphlet, written chiefly for the reader who has studied, but is not familiar 

with, the subject of map projections and their use for extended surveys, sets out to 

show the nature of the recently observed framework on which the New National 

Plans of Great Britain are hung. It includes notes on the original triangulation carried 

out in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the reasons for carrying out the 

re-triangulation, from 1937 onwards, instead of relying on the old triangulation. It 
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briefly describes the re-triangulation and its adjustment. It explains the reasons for the 
choice of the Transverse Mercator Projection and gives a short description of that 
Projection together with the full formulae for computing the Projection Tables, and 
the fundamental data used. Considerable space is then devoted to the use of the Projec- 
tion Tables, with fully worked out sample computations. For the guidance of those 
using National Grid Co-ordinates for minor and other surveys, a note is added 
describing the nature of the errors of the projection. (526.82) 


ELEMENTS OF PRACTICAL NAVIGATION. Barry Theo Jones. Foreword 
by Captain Sir David Bone. Spon, 10s.6d. C8. 146 pages. Illustrations. 
Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. 

This work summarizes in compact form the essentials of navigation. It covers pilotage 

from the angle of the amateur mariner, ‘rule of thumb’ methods of calculating posi- 

tions from astronomical observations, brief descriptions of radio and radar navigational 
aids, and air navigation. Account is taken of the most recent developments in instru- 
ments and methods. The foreword by Sir David Bone recommends the book, 

particularly to the amateur sailor. (527) 

Physics 

NATIONAL PHYSICAL LABORATORY: REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1948. 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 
1s.9d. sR8. 72 pages. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. 

During the year under review every effort was made by the Laboratory to encourage 

the effective utilization of new scientific knowledge in the industrial sphere. The 

Report surveys the work of the Laboratory in all its fields, and lists papers published 

by each Division. Research work of special interest includes that in the Metrology 

Division on light waves as standards of length; experiments with a symmetrical aero- 

foil in the High-Speed Flow Section of Aerodynamics Division. In the Engineering 

Division attention has been directed to the theory of structural design, as distinct from 

the practice of stress analysis; the Light Division has devoted special attention to the 

measurement of spectral energy distributions in fluorescent discharge lamps. In the 

Metallurgy Division the new technique using the Geiger-Muller counter for X-ray 

diffraction problems has been applied to hardened steels and used as a non-destructive 

test for the rapid examination of gauges and ball-bearings; the Physics Division has 
examined prototypes of the audiometers for the National Health Service and has made 

a study of the threshold of hearing of a group of 100 normal subjects using approved 

telephone receivers. (530.72) 


THE FRICTION AND LUBRICATION OF SOLIDS. F. P. Bowden and D. 
Tabor. Oxford University Press, 35s. sR8. 349 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The authors (who are both of the Department of Physical Chemistry in Cambridge 

University) modestly say that this is not a general text-book since it deals largely with 

investigations carried out by them and their colleagues. In point of fact these investiga- 

tions, which have been in progress for many years, have provided a large amount of 
accurate data on a subject which is elsewhere usually treated in a loose and inaccurate 
manner. The work of Bowden and his collaborators on the processes which occur 
during the sliding of solids, and on the mechanism of friction and boundary lubrica- 
tion, is an unusual example of ingenuity and pertinacity in a difficult field. It impinges 
on chemistry, physics, metallurgy and other sciences where the publication of this 
extended account of it should have some interesting effects. (531.44) 
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Chemistry 
STRUCTURE OF MOLECULES AND THE CHEMICAL BOND. Y. K. 
Syrkin and M. E. Dyatkina. Translated from the Russian and revised by 
M. A. Partridge and D. O. Jordan. Butterworth, 63s. R8. $19 pages. Tables. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The Russian version of this work was so well received when it appeared in 1946 that 
a desire for a translation was expressed in many quarters. There have been numerous 
revisions of particular sections to bring the book up to date. A mathematical appendix 
gives as simply as possible an account of the wave-mechanical origin of directed 
valency. The main text treats most physico-chemical aspects of the structure of mole- 
cules comprehensively and should be of value to all theoretical chemists. Later editions 
might however include fuller treatments of some important related topics such as the 
relation between colour constitution of organic molecules, which are not adequately 
dealt with and on which much valuable work has been published subsequent to the 
latest references given. The indexes are good and include a formula index. (541) 


RADIOACTIVE TRACERS IN METALLURGICAL RESEARCH. W. S. 
Eastwood, W. G. Marley, H. M. Finniston and A. E. Williams for the 
Ministry of Supply: Atomic Energy Research Establishment. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.6d. L.Post 8. 60 pages. 1 figure. Appendices. References. 
Paper bound. 

This publication is intended for the information and guidance of metallurgists who 

feel that radioactive tracer techniques might be usefully applied to the solution of their 

problems; it assumes some general knowledge of the structure of the atom. Chapter 1 

describes in some detail the nature and methods of production of isotopes and the 

nuclear processes by which they decay to a lower energy state. Chapter 2 describes the 
methods for detection and counting of the nuclear changes. Chapter 3 acquaints the 
reader with some experimental work on metallurgical problems which have been 
tackled with radioactive tracers. Chapter 4 describes the hazards and precautionsto be 
observed in the use of tracers. (541.38) 


A TEXTBOOK OF INORGANIC CHEMISTRY. J. R. Partington. 6th edition. 
Macmillan, 25s. M8. 1,006 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. 
This has been the standard text-book of inorganic chemistry for a generation of 
students and it is still amongst the best in a number of ways. This edition has been 
extensively reset and the appearance has been greatly improved. There are still, how- 
ever, too many clumsy and old-fashioned diagrams which should have been changed 
and ought to be changed in the next revision. In spite of this it is still as good an 
investment as a student can make. (546) 


A MANUAL OF ORGANIC CHEMISTRY FOR ADVANCED STUDENTS. 
Vol. 1. THE COMPOUNDS OF CARBON, HYDROGEN, OXYGEN AND 
THE HALOGENS. G. Malcolm Dyson. Longmans, Green, 63s. R8. 
997 pages. Tables. Appendices. Bibliographies. Index. 

The first volume of a projected work in three volumes. A new major handbook of 

general organic chemistry has been needed for some time and this work when com- 

plete should become a standard work. Special subjects are treated in appendices but 

these are of rather uneven value. Nevertheless the main body of a compendious treatise 

of this sort written as it is in a most lucid style will be of great value both for teaching 

and for reference purposes. Printing and presentation are excellent. ($47) 
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Geology 

THE GEOLOGY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. Sir T. W. 
Edgeworth David. Edited and supplemented by W. R. Browne. 3 vols. 
Edward Arnold, 252s. R8. 1,400 pages. Frontispiece. 85 plates. 372 maps. 
Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. 


This invaluable work was still unfinished at the time of Sir Edgeworth David’s death 
in 1934. The Government of New South Wales purchased the manuscript, however, 
and commissioned Dr. W. R. Browne, Reader in the Department of Geology, 
University of Sydney, to revise the text and complete the book as nearly as possible to 
the original design. Publication was impossible during the war, and towards its close 
a further revision was undertaken. This authoritative work is in three volumes. 
Volume I contains the introduction and Part 1, Historical Geology; Volume II con- 
tains Part 2, Physiography, and Part 3, Economic Geology; and Volume III consists 
of coloured maps—a geological map of Australia with eleven sections—in four sheets 
and a geological sketch-map of Australian New Guinea with one section. (559.4) 


Natural History 
SOME IRISH NATURALISTS. R. Lloyd Praeger. Dundalgan Press (Dundalk, 
Eire), 15s. D8. 208 pages. 45 illustrations. Index. 

This book, by one who has come to be recognized as the outstanding Irish naturalist 
of his generation, will become a standard reference work for its subject, the history 
and development of natural history in Ireland. A short introductory section deals with 
the development of the various branches of natural history in the island and is fol- 
lowed by another of personal reminiscences; this latter is useful largely because the 
author has known and worked with, over a period of seventy years, a large majority 
of the natural historians of his country. The rest of the book is made up of brief bio- 
graphies of over 300 naturalists from the earliest times to the present day who have 
worked in Ireland; and there are also short notes on societies and expeditions in and 
around Ireland. (574.09415) 


DRIFTWOOD VALLEY. A Story of Life in a Canadian Wilderness. Theodora 
C. Stanwell-Fletcher. Harrap, 15s. D8. 288 pages. 20 plates. Map. Diagram. 
Appendix. 

Mrs. Stanwell-Fletcher spent over two years in a cabin on the shore of Lake Tetana in 

a remote part of northern British Columbia studying wild life and collecting museum 

specimens. This book, which consists of her diary during this period, and which is 

illustrated by the delicate sketches of birds and animals made by her husband, describes 
the beauty and hardship of this isolated life, and in particular the plants and animals. 

An appendix contains a complete list of those found in the Driftwood region. 


(574.09711) 
Zoology 
PHYSIOLOGICAL MECHANISMS IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR. Society for 
Experimental Biology. Cambridge University Press, 35s. R8. 482 pages. 
Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliographies. (Symposia of the Society for Experi- 
mental Biology, No. 4) 
The volume comprises twenty-one papers by leading specialists, each with its appro- 
priate bibliography, and usually there is a summary. The papers fall into four groups: 
the range of capabilities of sense-organs; central and peripheral control of behaviour 
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patterns; instincts, taxis, etc.; and the mechanisms and comparative study of behaviour. 
Each is devoted to a strictly limited field of research but in most cases the authors con- 
trive to include more general considerations so that the total effect of the volume is to 
give a tolerably balanced survey of the physiological mechanisms in relation to the 
everyday behaviour of a representative series of both invertebrates and vertebrates. 

(591-18) 


BIRDS WILD AND FREE. A. W. P. Robertson. John Lane The Bodley Head, 

16s. C8. 208 pages. 45 photographs by the author and R. D. Powell. Index. 
An unusual addition to the great number of modern bird books, this excellent volume 
is remarkable for its fluent, completely readable style, which disguises the high level of 
scientific knowledge and observation to which the author has attained. The first 
chapters deal intimately with the bird life of a single small area; the later ones take the 
reader to more remote parts of Britain, and describe some of its rarest and most 
exciting breeding birds. Two final chapters deal with the birds of a typical farming 
village, and give notes and hints on bird identification—these last being in some ways 
the most valuable of all. There is a good index and the book is illustrated with really 
first class photographs. (598.2942) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medicine and Surgery 


THE HEALTH OF THE PEOPLE. S. Leff. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1C8. 288 pages. 
Dr. Samuel Leff, Medical Officer of Health for the Borough of Willesden, gives a 
popular account of the health services now available to the people of the United 
Kingdom and, as a background for his assessment of present conditions, in the first 
half of the book he describes their gradual development from the first Poor Law Act 
of 1601. While Dr. Left’s criticisms are, like those of previous writers, levelled at the 
administrative difficulties of the National Health Services, unlike them, he approaches 
the subject from the socialist standpoint of service to the working classes, and from this 
angle he directs his main criticisms. The special interest of the book lies in the stress 
the author gives to the social implications of health legislation. (610.6142) 


NON-GONOCOCCAL URETHRITIS INCLUDING THE GENITAL MANI- 
FESTATIONS OF LOCAL AND SYSTEMIC DISEASES AND INFESTA- 
TIONS OF THE URINARY TRACT WITH PROTOZOA, METAZOA 
AND FUNGI. A. H. Harkness. Livingstone, 52s.6d. R8. 436 pages. Ilustra- 
tions, some coloured. References. Appendix. Index. 


Dr. Harkness, Joint Director of the Endell Street Clinic, St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s 
Hospitals, Institute of Urology, London, provides a timely monograph on a subject 
which grows in importance as gonorrhoea, successfully combated by the sulphona- 
mides and antibiotics, recedes. During the last few years, the author has found a 
marked increase, for which he can account, in non-gonococcal urethritis, a condition 
not so far effectively treated by the sulphonamides. The book is an exhaustive study 
for the specialist, adequately documented and extremely well produced; the author 
expresses views, sometimes unorthodox, which will no doubt stimulate interest among 
fellow-workers. In an Appendix are reprinted three memoranda issued by the Expert 
Committee on Vencreal Diseases of the World Health Organization, the author him- 
self being responsible for Memorandum No. 1. (616.95) 


3D 817 








A TEXTBOOK OF VENEREAL DISEASES. R. R. Willcox. Heinemann, 
32s.6d. D8. 439 pages. Illustrations (7 in colour) 
The author, who is Consultant in Venereal Diseases, St. Mary’s Hospital, London, and 
was lately Consultant to the World Health Organization, has a wide experience of 
venereal diseases in the United Kingdom, in West Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 
Here, dealing with the subject as a world problem, he describes, besides those types of 
venereal disease endemic in Great Britain, symptoms and treatment of many disorders 
such as yaws, bejel, and njovera, encountered in Central and South Africa and the 
Commonwealth. The book will therefore be invaluable to medical missionaries, 
medical personnel of the armed forces, and to Colonial Service officials. Parts 1 and 2 
are devoted to pathology, diagnosis and treatment, and Part 3 to the place of sul- 
phonamides, antibiotics and drugs firmly established in the treatment of venereal 
diseases, and to prophylaxis and control. (616.95) 


OPHTHALMIC OPERATIONS. Seymour Philps. Baillitre, Tindall & Cox, sos. 
C4. 407 pages. 510 figures. Index. 
Only the title remains of ‘Grimsdale and Brewerton’ the third edition of which 
appeared in 1937, and the work has now been entirely rewritten and re-illustrated 
by the Surgeon-in-Charge of the Eye Department, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
London. Described as a text-book, the work is designed to meet the requirements of 
young ophthalmic surgeons, and also to interest those further advanced in their careers. 
An operative technique is described for each ophthalmic operation; the techniques 
chosen are adopted from all parts of the world and are those which the author has 
found to give constantly satisfactory results. His concise style and choice of illustration, 
the high standard of their reproduction, and the format of the book contribute to the 
general clarity of description essential in a work of this nature. (617.7) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN OCULAR PROSTHESIS. J. H. Prince. Livingstone, 
20s. D8. 163 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
This volume is designed to augment the author’s Ocular Prosthesis, the standard 
British work on the subject, published in 1940, and the reader is asked to accept 
opinions given here, as they are the result of greater experience and improved methods 
of manufacture, although they may be contradictory to those expressed in the earlier 
work. Since Ocular Prosthesis was written, the use of plastic artificial eyes has been 
confirmed, as has Britain’s lead in standards of manufacture, as distinct from surgical 
and fitting techniques. The method of making conjunctival impressions, meshed 
implant technique, the preparation in cight different ways of artificial irides, and the 
fabrication of acrylic eyes are among the subjects fully treated. Although the author 
considers that it is more satisfactory to make eyes, even in quantities, on individual 
presses, in the final chapter he describes the processing of eyes in large numbers by the 
use of multiple presses. The illustrations are well chosen to illustrate the text. (617.79) 


TEXTBOOK OF GYNAECOLOGY. J. H. Peel. 3rd edition. Heinemann, 24. 
D8. 493 pages. 219 illustrations. Appendix. Index. 
Four years after the appearance of the second edition of this text-book intended pri- 
marily for students, the Obstetric and Gynaecological Surgeon, King’s College 
Hospital, has wisely resisted the temptation to expand the work to include all the 
advances in gynaecological practice. The text has been thoroughly revised, new 
methods in the field of endocrinology which have not proved valuable have been 
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discarded and new treatment of malignant disease of the cervix and stress incontinence 
of urine incorporated. The book is of a convenient size, and the general production 
is pleasing. (618.1) 


Engineering: Electrical 
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION WORK. T. G. Francis. Longmans, Green, 
12s.6d. D8. 248 pages. 237 figures. Tables. Index. 

This book is intended for men engaged in electrical installation work in factories, 
shops and private houses. Its standard and content correspond to the City and Guilds 
courses in Electrical Installation Work and within that compass it covers supply 
systems, consumers’ circuits, conductors and cables, wiring systems and accessories, 
earthing, testing, instruments and measurements, illumination, electric heating, d.c. 
and a.c. machines, primary and secondary cells, electric bells, power factor correction, 
and telephones. The book is well illustrated and contains a number of worked examples 
at appropriate places in the text; it is a useful addition to the electrical wireman’s 
library. The author is Head of the Engineering Department of Willesden Technical 
College. (621.3) 


RADIO COMMUNICATION AT ULTRA HIGH FREQUENCY. John 
Thomson. Methuen, 21s. D8. 223 pages. 14 illustrations. 85 diagrams. 
Bibliographies. Index. 

Dr. Thomson spent many years carrying out experimental work in the Admiralty on 

the subject-matter of this book before becoming Professor of Physics and Electrical 

Engineering in the Royal Naval College, Greenwich. He expresses in the preface the 

hope that the book ‘will be intelligible both to the radio student and to the practising 

communication engineer’; he has undoubtedly achieved this. In an eight-page intro- 
duction a brief sketch is given of the nature of the problems encountered at ‘ultra-high 
frequency’, in the course of which a plea is made for the abandoning of such vague 
terms as ‘very-high’ and ‘ultra-high’ and for a return to the use of measurement by 
wavelength. The proposal is to use the descriptions ‘kilometric’, ‘metric’, ‘deci- 
metric’, etc., for wavelengths of 10 to 1 kilometres, 10 to 1 metres, 10 to 1 decimetres, 
etc., and this system is used throughout the book. It could well be more widely 
adopted. Where necessary a mathematical justification of statements is given, and there 
is an excellent bibliography at the end of each chapter. (621.3841531) 


——Machine Tools 


FIRST REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE JOINT STANDING COM- 
MITTEE ON SAFETY IN THE USE OF POWER PRESSES. Ministry of 
Labour and National Service: Factory Department. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 9d. sR8. 12 pages. ¢ illustrations. 1 figure. Appendices. Paper bound. 

An account of the progress made in improvements in the design and performance of 

interlock guards based on experience gained with their use. The introduction on a large 

scale of the new principle in press guarding was accompanied by the discovery of 
certain weaknesses or imperfection in design, and these are commented upon. The 
report also reviews the relevant specifications for press guards and states a new one for 
presses driven through friction clutches, and a variation of that for sub-heavy presses. 

A description is given of an arrestor gear which has proved reliable in practice. 

(621.9) 
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——Roads 


HIGHWAY ENGINEERS’ REFERENCE BOOK 1950-51. For Local 
Government and Civil Engineers and Contractors. Advisory Editor: 
Edward Stead. General Editor: E. Molloy. 2nd issue. George Newnes, 45s. 
L.Post 4. 476 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes and direc- 
tories. 

A revised edition of a work originally published in 1947. It contains a wealth of detail 

relating to every aspect of the design, construction and maintenance of roads contri- 

buted by recognized authorities in each case. While applying particularly to conditions 
in the United Kingdom, the information will be of value to road engineers anywhere. 
(625.7) 


COLONIAL ROAD PROBLEMS. Impressions from Visits to Nigeria. 
H. W. W. Pollitt for the Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 


44 pages. 34 plates. 6 figures. Map. 9 tables. Paper bound. (Colonial Research 
Publications No. 8) 


This paper is based on the investigations of an officer of the Road Research Laboratory, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, who visited Nigeria during 1946-8 
at the invitation of the Nigerian Government to assist the Public Works Department 
in the development of a materials testing laboratory and to study the methods em- 
ployed in road construction and maintenance. The author discusses Nigerian roads and 
road problems, the application of modern ‘low-cost’ methods of construction, the 
Public Works Department Headquarters Materials Laboratory, and the need for 
research. A short appendix records a visit to the Gold Coast. The information here 
presented should be useful to engineers in the Colonial territories and to others con- 
cerned with road construction. (625.709669) 


——Motor Vehicles 


PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FIRE AND EXPLOSION IN UNDERGROUND 
CAR PARKS. Joint Committee of the Building Research Board of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and of the Fire Offices’ 
Committee. Ministry of Works. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 36 pages. 
3 figures. Index. Paper bound. (Post-war Building Studies No. 28) 

The object of this Report is to review the general question of fire and explosion risks 

in underground car parks. It comprises a technical statement in two sections: Precau- 

tions against Incidence of Explosion and Fire, and Precautions to Minimize the Extent 
and Effect of Explosion and Spread of Fire; and makes recommendations for the 
guidance of those authorities who may later be concerned in formulating rules and 

regulations for the construction and use of underground parks. (629.2853) 


Agriculture 

FIXED EQUIPMENT OF THE FARM. Papers read at the Conference held 
in the Guildhall, Winchester, on February 8 and 9, 1950. H.M. Stationery 
Office, ts.9d. sR8. 72 pages. Paper bound. 

Following the opening address, these papers, by various experts, on some of the 

problems facing British agriculture today comprise General Principles of Estate 


Management under the Agriculture Act, 1947, by R. R. Ware; Design and Layout of 
Farm Buildings by W. G. Benoy; Accommodation for Dairy and Beef Cattle by 
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R. Kenney; Housing for Pigs by H. R. Davidson; Poultry Housing Systems by H. R. 
Finn; Grain Storage and Handling, by W. H. Cashmore (General Aspects) and R. O. 
Andrews (the Farmer’s Point of View); Water Supplies, Fences and Roads by T. 
Wannop Williamson; Electrical Applications by C. A. Cameron Brown. —_ (631.2) 


THE PROPAGATION OF PLANTS. E. J. King. 2nd impression. Hutchinson, 
16s. D8. 264 pages. 35 illustrations. 9 tables. Glossary. Index. 
This is a general reference book suitable for amateur and professional gardener alike. 
It is divided into two main sections dealing with propagation by seed and by vegeta- 
tive methods, each of which contains a number of chapters treating the subject from 
various angles. Although most of the information is generalized, special cases of diffi- 
cult plants are also described. The tables at the end of each section show the types of 
plants covered by each method. As this is intended as a working manual, the para- 
graphs are numbered for easy cross-referencing; this, with the tables and glossary, 
should make it a very useful book for gardeners of all classes everywhere. (631.53) 


TOMATOES. Cultivation, Diseases and Pests. 3rd edition. Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 60 pages. 19 illus- 


trations. Appendices. Paper bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Bulletin No. 77) 


This popular bulletin (first published 1934) deals with tomato cultivation in glass- 
houses, pot culture, tomatoes in cucumber and other small houses; tomatoes grown in 
pots during the summer and taken into glass-houses in September; and tomato cultiva- 
tion in the open. It gives information on soil, siting, varieties, propagation, fertilizers 
and picking, as well as brief descriptions of the commoner diseases and pests and 
methods of control and instructions for the cleaning of glass-houses. (635.64) 


MODERN DAIRY GOATS. Mary Douglas Gordon. Nicholson & Watson, 6s. 
C8. 180 pages. 20 illustrations. Drawings in text. Obstetric table. Index. 
(Country Books) 

Goat-keeping is becoming rapidly more and more popular in Great Britain, and the 

modern dairy goat, to whose husbandry this book is an introduction, is a valuable 

member of the livestock family. All aspects of goat-keeping are here described by an 
expert with lifelong experience, and they include notes of large-scale commercial 
goat-keeping. In general, however, goats are the livestock for the smallholder, and it is 
to such people that this useful little book will chiefly appeal. It is well written and 
adequately illustrated, in common with other books in this series. (636.39) 


PIGS AND THEIR MANAGEMENT. E. Walford Lloyd. Nicholson & Watson, 
6s. C8. 196 pages. 23 illustrations. Drawings in text. (Country Books) 
The latest member of this series provides a thorough guide to every section of its 
subject, for smallholder and large-scale pig-farmer alike. Emphasis, for example, is 
laid on the by-products of pigs, nowadays of increased importance. In the first part, 
every branch of pig-keeping is described, always from the aspect of the man who 
treats it as a business. Large and small herds are dealt with, and an unusual and valuable 
feature is a description of several large pig farms of pre-war days. The last few chapters 
are devoted to descriptions of the breeds of pigs. (636.4) 
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Domestic Animals: Cats 
SIAMESE CATS. Phyllis Lauder. Foreword by Mrs. Duncan Hindley. 
Williams & Norgate, 6s. C8. 96 pages. 14 photographs. List of Clubs and 
Societies. 
The author has bred Siamese cats for many years and into this book she has packed a 
wealth of information concerning this handsome and highly individual breed. She 
describes the three varieties—the Seal-pointed which is the best known, the Blue- 
pointed, and the as yet rare Chocolate-pointed—gives a little of the history of Siamese 
cats, and then goes on to deal with their breeding and care, the treatment of ailments 
(she firmly disposes of the belief that Siamese are delicate), the points a judge will 
look for at a show, and genetic inheritance, concluding with an enthusiastic chapter on 
Siamese cats as pets and companions. Her book, which is sound and practical, clearly 
and simply written, will be warmly welcomed by those who own Siamese, and it is 
safe to say that many who do not will want to own one after reading it. (636.81) 
Domestic Science 
HOUSEHOLD MANAGEMENT. Containing full information for the house- 
wife on the economical maintenance and running of the home. Odhams 
Press, 8s.6d.; De Luxe edition 9s.6d. M8. 512 pages. Over 450 illustrations. 
Index. 
This useful compendium for the housewife supplies practical information and advice 
on running a home efficiently. Fully illustrated, it is divided into sections dealing with: 
planning the kitchen; heat, light and water supplies; furnishing and interior decora- 
tion; storage problems; how to manage the family income; house-cleaning and 
washing-up, and the washing and ironing of clothes; feeding the family well and 
economically, which is followed by a section giving basic recipes; etiquette; home 
repairs; accidents and emergencies in the home; and closing the house for the holidays. 
The care of pets is not forgotten, and the final section deals with what to bear in mind 
when choosing a new home and with planning a garden. (640) 


GOOD FOOD AGAIN. Ambrose Heath. Faber, tos.6d. L.Post8. 168 pages. 
Classified index. 
Ambrose Heath, connoisseur of good food and author of numerous cookery books, 
has provided what he calls ‘a culinary anthology’ for the benefit of the gourmet and 
the practised cook. His recipes—some of them on a modest scale, others more lavish— 
are presented with an infectious enthusiasm and many a lively aside. They include 
dishes from many countries, and cover hors d’ceuvre, soup, eggs, fish, meat, poultry, 
game and rabbit, vegetables, salads, sweets, and savouries; a postscript, Two Legacies 
from Wartime, deals with soups as a meal and baking powder biscuit recipes. (641.5) 


‘POWER LAUNDRY’ DIRECTORY AND YEARBOOK, 1951. A Legal, 
Technical and Buying Guide to the Laundry and Dry Cleaning Industries. 
2nd edition. Iliffe for The Trader Publishing Co., 15s. D8. 344 pages. Illus- 
trations. Diagrams. Tables. 

The second edition of a reference book devoted to the laundry and dry-cleaning 

industries in Britain. The Buyers’ Guide, Trade Directory, Proprietary Trade Names 

Register and other sections have been enlarged. New features include a review of 

instrumentation in the modern laundry and dry-cleaning establishment, another on 

economical steam production and usage and two sections dealing with working condi- 

tions and works restaurants. (648.16058) 
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Business Communication 


THE DIRECTORY OF DIRECTORS, 1950. 71st yearly issue. Thomas 
Skinner, 40s. R8. 784 pages. 
A list of directors of all the principal limited companies of the United Kingdom and 
of a large number of private companies, with the names of the companies in which 
they are concerned, and their other business connections. The Directory contains a 
large number of additions and alterations to the previous issue, as the year 1949 saw 
continued activity in the registration of companies. The Directory is arranged in one 
alphabetical sequence under the names of the directors. (650.58) 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SUBMARINE CABLES. G. R. M. Garratt for 
the Ministry of Education: Science Museum. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 
sR8. 68 pages. 16 plates. Map. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. 

[his handbook has been produced partly to coincide with the Exhibition at the 

Science Museum, London, celebrating the Centenary of the Submarine Telegraph 

Cable and partly to form a convenient and permanent record of the development of 

a service in which British invention and enterprise have made a substantial contribu- 

tion. Since the first primitive cable was laid beneath the waters of the English Channel 

on 28 August 1850 there have been tremendous achievements in the field of com- 
munications, and after reviewing the past this little book ends with a note on the 

future of submarine cables. (654.5) 


PRIVATE CORPORATIONS AND THEIR CONTROL. A. B. Levy. 2 vols. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 70s. D8. 916 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. (Inter- 
national Library of Sociology and Social Reconstruction) 

Dr. Levy deals with the various associations formed to carry on some business under- 

taking, and possessing the attributes of a legal entity. He uses the word ‘control’ to 

cover both the distribution of powers within the corporations and the supervision of 
their management both by their own members and by the public authorities. After 
reviewing the evolution of corporate enterprise in the principal countries he examines 
the part they play in our own day, and in particular the attitude of public opinion and 
of the law. He concludes that, although corporations are indispensable, a number of 
legislative reforms should be made, in Great Britain and abroad, to give better pro- 
tection to shareholders’ rights. (658.1145) 


PACKAGING CONSUMER GOODS FOR THE CANADIAN MARKET. A 
Report to the President of the Board of Trade by the British Export Trade 
Research Organisation. Foreword by the President, the Rt. Hon. Harold 
Wilson. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sC4. 106 pages. 4 colour plates. Tables. 
Appendices. Paper bound. 

This Report is intended to suggest how British packaging of particular products may 

be made more suitable to Canadian tastes. It is based on an extensive survey carried 

out in Canada and which was concerned solely with packages delivered over the 
counter to the purchaser, and with the direct influence of such packages on sales rather 
than their efficiency as protection or as packing for transport. The Report deals with 
the Canadian background, and the packaging of cutlery, grocery products, drug store 
products, and men’s wear products. Although primarily concerned with packaging, 
facts discovered incidentally which are relevant to other marketing problems are also 
presented. (658.7884) 
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Chemic Technology: Sugar. 


TECHNOLOGY FOR SUGAR REFINERY WORKERS. Oliver Lyle. 
2nd edition. Chapman & Hall, 32s. M8. 525 pages. Illustrations. Tables. 
Diagrams. Index. 


This book deals with the chemistry, engineering and general technology of sugar 
refining in thoroughgoing detail but in a simple explanatory style with numerous 
illustrations and with tables supplying essential technical data. In the new edition 
somewhat more advanced treatments of Heat Balance, Sugar Balance, and statistical 
handling of experiments and routine data are included, and many of the tables have 
been greatly enlarged. It is an excellent and very readable book for the sugar worker. 
The wealth of historical and trade detail make it also attractive to others interested in 
sugar and its applications. (664.1) 
Manufactures 


ARC WELDER’S TABLES AND DATA. Edited by A. J. Coker. George 
Newnes, $s. sPott 8. 144 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
This useful pocket-book for the arc welder gives data on plant, electrodes and their 


classification, procedure for welding ferrous and non-ferrous metals. Cutting with the 
electric arc is included. (671.5211) 


WELDING DESIGN AND PROCESSES. B. R. Hilton. Chapman & Hall, 36s. 
D8. 342 pages. Illustrations. Tables, Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Mainly concerned with the design of arc welded structures, this book contains full 
data on types of joints and connections used in large structures and small component 
parts. A section is devoted to diagrams of welded designs, chiefly machinery parts. 
Information on the weldability of ferrous and non-ferrous metals, heat treatment, 
preparation of materials, drawings, and testing methods is included. All welding 
processes are surveyed briefly in the final chapter. (671.5211) 


GAS WELDER’S TABLES AND DATA. Edited by E. Molloy. George Newnes, 
ss. sPott 8. 166 pages. Diagrams. Illustrations. 

A useful pocket book for the gas welder. Tables give full data on welding and cutting, 

using rods and fluxes made by British firms, as well as information on hard facing. 


(671.522) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 
Architecture 


THE GOTHIC REVIVAL. An Essay in the History of Taste. Sir Kenneth 
Clark. Revised and enlarged edition. Constable, 15s. D8. 330 pages. 
8 plates. Index. 


The Gothic Revival, originally published in 1928, was the first book of Sir Kenneth 
Clark, former Director of the National Gallery, London, whose recent brilliant study 
Landscape into Art was noticed in the February 1950 issue of British Book News. It 
examines the ‘ideals and motives’ of the Gothic revival in architecture during the 
middle of the nineteenth century, discussing the buildings of this period mainly in 
relation to the literary, archaeological and moral ideas of the movement's leaders. 
Since 1928 our critical approach to ‘Victorian’ architecture has changed from facile, 
destructive criticism to a tolerant, if not admiring, appreciation of many of the actual 
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buildings. This contemporary interest is recognized in Sir Kenneth’s ‘Letter to the 
Publisher’, specially written for this new edition, and in numerous footnotes. Other- 
wise his book remains substantially as first written. The earlier chapters describe the 
survival of the Gothic tradition, the literary origin of the revival in eighteenth-century 
poetry, the vogue for sham Gothic ruins and the link with the Romantic movement 
expressed in William Beckford’s Wiltshire mansion of Fonthill Abbey. The influence 
of the Cambridge Camden Society (an antiquarian and ecclesiological society 
founded in 1839) next precedes a critical assessment of the contribution of Pugin, 
Gilbert Scott and Ruskin, the three most vital figures in the revival, and the book ends 
with a lively, if occasionally unfair, Epilogue on the achievements of the movement. 
As Sir Kenneth himself states, much is omitted, notably the work of Street, Butter- 
field, Voysey, and Comper, but this lucid, witty study of a complex movement by 
one of England’s most sensitive and learned art critics remains a notable book and 
certainly well worth reprinting. (724.4) 


Decoration Design 


DECORATIVE ART, 1950-51. The Studio Yearbook. Edited by Rathbone 
Holme and Kathleen Frost. The Studio, 25s. D4. 132 pages. Over 
400 illustrations (16 in colour). Index. 


In the latest issue of Decorative Art Mr. F. R. Yerbury, Director of the Building Centre, 
London, and a former Secretary of the Architectural Association, writes on “Building 
a House in Britain Today’, explaining the difficulties that confront the private builder 
and what can be done, and illustrating it with some examples. The remainder of the 
book is devoted to illustrations which are divided into sections covering: New Houses 
and Interiors and Furniture in various countries; Bedrooms; Kitchens and Bathrooms; 
Ceramics; Glassware; Metalware; Textiles; Decoration and Lighting. These illustra- 
tions show the latest products of designers and manufacturers in different countries 
and the trends in each field. A useful book for interior decorators, architects and 
designers, it will also interest the ordinary reader with its plenitude of ideas for im- 
proving the home. An index to architects, designers, artists, craftsmen and manufac- 
turers is provided. (745.058) 


The Theatre 


NOCTURNES AND RHAPSODIES. Alan Dent. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 
IC8. 299 pages. 6 illustrations. Index. 
Nearly half this volume consists of dramatic criticisms which the author wrote for 
the London daily newspaper the News Chronicle from September 1945 to early 1949; 
they form yet another pithy record of post-war productions on the London stage. The 
a a he -— . ‘ , 
remainder of the book reprints many essays on ‘Players’ and ‘Persons and Places’, 
which originally appeared in English, Scottish and American journals. Plays, revues, 
the music-hall, musicians and novelists, actors and dramatists of the past and present 
are discussed with wit and a warm humanity. (792.04) 


TESS IN THE THEATRE. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by Mar- 
guerite Roberts. University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $4.00. 
334 pages. Illustrations. 

Dr. Marguerite Roberts maintains that Thomas Hardy’s power of creating character, 

weaving plots and presenting intense situations indicates a dramatic approach to the art 

of the novel suggesting that he, more than any other Victorian novelist, could have 
become a competent dramatist. The dramatic possibilities of Hardy’s Tess of the 
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D’ Urbevilles was recognized by such great actresses as Ellen Terry, Eleanora Duse and 
Sarah Bernhardt. Dr. Roberts here edits three of the five existing dramatizations of 
this novel: Hardy’s original version, written in 1894-5 but not acted until 1924; 
Lorimer Stoddard’s, produced by an outstanding American actress, Mrs. Fiske, in 
1897; and Hardy’s improved version of 1925. Hardy’s correspondence with well- 
known theatrical people and informative material contributed by Mrs. Hardy, Hector 
Charlesworth and George Herbert Clarke constitute some of the material of this book 
which will be of interest to lovers of Hardy and of the theatre. The author is Professor 
of English in the University of Richmond, Virginia. (792.1) 


Dancing 
DANCES OF DENMARK. Poul Lorenzen and Jeppe Jeppesen. DANCES OF 
FRANCE I: BRITTANY AND BOURBONNAIS. Claudie Marcel-Dubois 
and Marie Margucrite Andral. DANCES OF HUNGARY. George Buday. 
DANCES OF SPAIN, I: SOUTH, CENTRE AND NORTH-WEST. Lucile 
Armstrong. Max Parrish, 3s.6d. each. sC8. 40 pages. 4 plates in colour. 
Maps, sketches, bibliographies. (Handbooks of European National Dances) 
Chis is the third group to be issued in the series previously noted in British Book News 
for March and December 1949. Written by the expert for the student and teacher, 
each contains short practical introductions on history and style, steps, music and 
costume, and full descriptions—with music—of three or four dances specially chosen 
as good introductory examples of their kind. (793.31) 


Sports: Yachting 
UNDER THE CABIN LAMP. A Yachtsman’s Gossip. Sir Alker Tripp. Iliffe 
for * Yachting World’, 21s. C4. 167 pages. 15 oil-sketches and 40 black-and- 
white drawings by the author. Index of place names. 
hese yarns by a well-known cruising man are not for yachtsmen alone; the stories 
and memories will appeal to a wider audience. The author ranges far round the English 
coast: to Cowes and the Solent; to the tricky waters of Suffolk; to the Norfolk Broads 
where he encountered more adventure than might have been expected; to Dorset, 
Devon and Cornwall; to London River and the misty traffic-laden estuary of the 
Thames. There is an account of racing in the old Britannia thirty years ago, but the 
memories are chiefly centred on the stout little barge yacht, Growler, and other small 
craft. The book is illustrated with many excellent pen-and-ink drawings and a collec- 
tion of oil sketches reproduced as grained art plates. The stories are told in easy prose, 
bringing with them something of the snug atmosphere of the cabin when sails are 
furled and the anchor is down. (797.14) 


LITERATURE 
SCHOLAR MOUNTAINEERS. Pioneers of Parnassus. Wilfred Noyce. Dennis 
Dobson, 12s.6d. D8. 166 pages. 12 illustrations. Wood engravings in text 
by R. Taylor. Bibliography. 
Mr. Noyce shows how mountains have formed an essential part of the philosophy of 
twelve ‘Pioneers of Parnassus’—Dante, Petrarch, Rousseau, De Saussure, Goethe, 
William and Dorothy Wordsworth, Keats, Ruskin, Leslie Stephen, Nietzsche and 
Pope Pius XI. He has written a most original book, whose fascination lies in the sharp 
contrasts provided by the social and religious needs of each of his chosen figures. For 
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each age, says Mr. Noyce, mountains have ‘filled a gap to complete its picture, even 
when the finishing touch needed was no more than a distant backcloth’. An introduc- 
tory historical chapter gives an amusing and learned survey of the changing attitude to 
mountains from the Buddhists of India and the Greek and Roman poets to the modern 
mountaineer and explorer. There is an additional chapter on Scott of the Antarctic. 
The plates have particular charm and interest. (800) 


SCIENCE AND LITERARY CRITICISM. Herbert Dingle. Nelson, 7s.6d. C8. 
192 pages. 
In the first part of his book, Is a Science of Criticism Possible?, Professor Dingle 
examines the critical theories of T. S. Eliot and L. A. Richards and R. G. Moulton’s 
‘inductive science of literary criticism’. He is sceptical about the actual existence of 
such a science, ‘for nature may have provided no bodily symptoms of the experience 
of reading literature’, but he does not rule out its possibility in the future. A large part 
of the book is devoted to a trenchant and amusing discussion of Richards’s * practical 
criticism’, the main concern of which is, he contends, psychology rather than litera- 
ture, though he concedes that Richards is the first critic to show that a scientific method 
may be possible. Aa analy sis of T. S. Eliot’s literary criticism is devoted to showing 
that the very peo i le who demand the strictest precision in the use of language are 
often guilty of imprecision in its use themselves. His conclusion is that criticism at 
present cannot be a science ‘because no indisputable criteria for identifying and stating 
the essential differences between different specimens of literature have been dis- 
covered’. The second part of the book is devoted to an analysis of the philosophical 
viewpoints in the poetry of Wordsworth, Swinburne and Browning. Mr. Dingle is 
Professor of the History and Philosophy of Science in the University of London. (801) 


THE WRITER'S SITUATION and Other Essays. Storm Jameson. Macmillan, 
10s.6d. IC8. 206 pages. 
As a distinguished novelist and one-time president of the P.E.N. Club, Storm 
Jameson considers the presen t predic: ument of the writer against a European back- 
ground. Several of the ch: upters of her book were originally delivered as addresses to 
P.E.N. Club cong gresses. In the title essay, beginning with a somewhat depressing 
survey of the situation in England, Miss Jameson writes of the vitality of Polish 
intelle “oe ils among the ruins of Warsaw in 1945, and goes on to consider the existen- 
tialism of M. Jean-Paul Sartre and M. André Mz lean’ s belief in the divine principle 
in man pe his confidence in the future of European civilization. Other essays deal 
with form in the novel, the novelist today, the debt to French civilization, W. H. 
Auden as a poct of angst, and the Polish writer Maria Kuncewiczowa. The book is 
urgent with a sense of crisis. Its main theme is the responsibility of the writer for the 
survival of the values of liberal humanism. (804) 


HENRY CRABB ROBINSON ON BOOKS AND THEIR WRITERS. Edited 
by Edith J. Morley. Cheaper edition. 3 vols. Dent, 18s. D8. 1,146 pages. 
3 Siserstions. Appendices. Index. 
In 1811 Henry Crabb Robinson (1775-1867), a barrister by profession but a patron of 
the arts by inclination, began a diary which he kept until the year of his death. This is 
not only of inestimable value on account of its intimate portraits of such men as 
Wordsworth, Goethe, Shelley, Coleridge, De Quincey, Hazlitt, Lamb, Tennyson and 
Browning, many of whom were his friends, but for the picture it gives of Robinson 
himself as a man of inexhaustible interests and of sharp observation. The 
three volumes presented here contain only the literary references from the famous 
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diary, together with material from papers and documents left by Robinson at his 
death. They are a monument to the scholarship of Professor Morley. First published in 
1938, they are now reissued in a cheaper edition. The appendices give lists of letters 
and literary references and there is an index of English books and writers mentioned 
in the thirty-four volumes of Robinson’s correspondence. The three volumes under 
review are designed so that the reader may compare the author’s first notes on famous 
books as they appeared with his mature judgments of later life. (804) 


A BOOK OF THE WINTER. Compiled by Edith Sitwell. Macmillan, 7s.6d. 
IC8. 100 pages. 


A somewhat precious little anthology extolling the pleasures of winter. It contains 
poems and short prose passages from many literatures and many periods. Dr. Sitwell’s 

enchant—and flair—for the curious, the exotic and the rare is well known, and her 
Siar taste is, of course, impeccable. (808.8) 


American Literature 
THE MALE ANIMAL. A Play. James Thurber and Elliott Nugent. Hamish 
Hamilton, 8s.6d. C8. 102 pages. Drawings by James Thurber. 


The text of this first play by a famous American humorist (written in collaboration 
with Elliott Nugent) is published in England for the first time and enlivened for this 
edition with drawings as amusing as the play. A great success in New York in 1940, 
it received an ovation in London nine years later when it was produced at the Arts 
Theatre in June 1949. In both dialogue and situation the play is packed with high 
comedy, yet beneath all the hilarity it voices a plea for tolerance, for free thought and 
free speech, The setting is a young professor’s home in a Mid-Western college town 
in America and the main theme of the play, when it emerges from the continual comic 
situations, is his adherence to his principles in the face of opposition from wife, college, 
football friends, and the trustees of the college. The play is far from being a sugar- 
coated pill. After the laughs, the reader (or spectator) will remember with pleasure its 


sanity and kindliness. (812.5) 


MANNERHOUSE. A Play in a Prologue and Three Acts. Thomas Wolfe. 
Heinemann, 7s.6d. C8. 86 pages. 


Mannerhouse is preceded by a letter, written by Thomas Wolfe and never before 
published, which explains the motive for the play and is in effect an affirmation of the 
faith defined by one of the characters in the play, Eugene. “If you would know what 
that faith is, distilled, my play tries to express my passionate belief in all myth, in the 
necessity of defending and living not for truth—but for divine falsehood.’ The play, 
written about 1926, describes in the prologue the building of a great house during the 
Colonial Period, in America. The three acts that follow, placed at intervals in the 
1860s, show ‘the General’ and his son, Eugene, at the outbreak of the Civil War, 
living in abundance in the midst of their ‘people’; their return from the war, “defeated 
but not beaten’; and ultimately the ruin and destruction of all but their spirit. The 
drama is haunted throughout by a spirit of mockery, which is sometimes the spirit of 
the son, Eugene. And from the outset the reader glimpses the tiny crack in the Manner- 
house that at the end of the play brings the building crashing to the ground. There is 
tremendous power in the writing, sure characterization, and an adroit artistry in the 
construction. The philosophy is less clear but, again, echoes the letter, “Are we alive or 
dead? Who shall tell us? Which of the people in this play are ghosts, and which are 
living?” Thomas Wolfe (1900-38) was a novelist gifted above the ordinary who died 
before his promise could be fulfilled. (812.5) 
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English Literature 


THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. Vol. IV. PROSE 
AND POETRY: SIR THOMAS NORTH TO MICHAEL DRAYTON. 
Vol. V. THE DRAMA TO 1642 (Part 1). Edited by Sir A. W. Ward and 
A. R. Waller. Reprint. Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. each. M8. 442 : 
388 pages. 

This authoritative work (consisting of fourteen volumes and a general index) is 

gradually being reprinted. Vol. IV, comprising nineteen chapters by various authors, 

covers Translators of the Elizabethan age; the Authorized Version and its Influence; 

Sir Walter Ralegh; the Literature of the Sea (from the Origins to Hakluyt); Seafaring 

and Travel; the Song-Book and Miscellanies; Robert Southwell and Samuel Daniel; 

Thomas Campion; the Successors of Spenser; Michael Drayton; John Donne; the 

English Pulpit from Fisher to Donne; Robert Burton, John Barclay and John Owen; 

the Beginnings of English Philosophy; Early Writings on Politics and Economics; 

London and the Development of Popular Literature, and Character Writing, Satire, 

the Essay; Writers on Country Pursuits and Pastimes; the Book-Trade, 1557-1625; 

and the Foundation of Libraries. Vol. V, also by various experts, covers the Origins of 

English Drama; Secular Influences on the Early English Drama; Early Religious 

Drama; Early English Tragedy; Early English Comedy; the Plays of the University 

Wits; Marlowe and Kyd; Shakespeare: Life and Plays; Shakespeare: Poems; Plays of 

Uncertain Authorship Attributed to Shakespeare; the Text of Shakespeare; Shake- 

speare on the Continent; Lesser Elizabethan Dramatists; and Some Political and Social 

Aspects of the Later Elizabethan and Earlier Stuart Period. (820.9) 


English Poetry 


ENGLISH POETRY AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF A CREATIVE PRINCIPLE. Leone Vivante. Preface by T. S. Eliot. 
Faber, 21s. M8. 340 pages. Index. 


Signor Vivante’s thesis is that poetry is a genuine creative activity, a spontaneous 
manifestation through the poet of spiritual realities. The poet thus reveals ‘the intrinsic 
nature of inner being’. This conception is then illustrated by a textual examination of 
the work of seventeen English poets beginning with Shakespeare and including 
Milton, Gray, Collins, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Keats, Longfellow, Emily 
Bronté and Francis Thompson. The essay on Shelley provides perhaps the best illus- 
tration of Signor Vivante’s method, with its thirty numbered sections, each section 
being a commentary on two or three short texts. Signor Vivante is concerned not with 
literary criticism so much as with the poet’s contribution to philosophy, with an 
endeavour to arrive at a more explicit consciousness of the reality of thought itself and 
to illuminate the role of philosophy in literary criticism. His book is essentially a 
protest against the claims of scientific criticism. Poetry, he stresses, can never be fully 
explained by reference to the poet’s historical environment, or his own life, for each 
poem represents a new and free choice, an original apprehension of experience. (821) 


A BOOK OF ENGLISH POETRY: CHAUCER TO ROSSETTI. Collected 
by G. B. Harrison. New enlarged edition. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 416 
pages. Index of authors. Index of first lines. Paper bound. (The Penguin 
Poets) 

This new edition of an anthology first published in 1937 has been enlarged and now 

contains over two hundred complete poems and extracts from longer works by 
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sixty-one English poets. Dr. Harrison (an authority on Elizabethan literature) has 
arranged the authors in order of their birth, with the aim of showing ‘in little, the 
progress of English poetry’ from c. 1400 to late Victorian times. Spelling and punctua- 
tion have been modernized throughout—which certainly makes the work of Chaucer 
and Spenser more accessible to the ordinary reader. (821.08) 


THE CENTURIES’ poETRY. An Anthology compiled by Denys Kilham 
Roberts. Vol. 4. HOOD TO HARDY. Reprint. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
192 pages. Biographical notes. Index of first lines. Paper bound. (The 
Penguin Poets) 

Mr. Kilham Roberts designed this anthology ranging from Thomas Hood (1799-1845) 

to Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) ‘to include the work of such poets who were living in 

1837 and such poets who have been born since as in [his] view have had something not 

only worth saying but worth repeating and have expressed what they had to say 

better than anyone else has been able to express it’. The poetry of the Victorian era 
has undergone many vicissitudes in the public taste, but Mr. Kilham Roberts has 
looked at the period with a clear eye, and has presented a readable and intelligent view 

of it. The book was first published in 1938. (821.08) 


COLLECTED POEMS. W. B. Yeats. 2nd edition, with later poems added. 
Macmillan, 15s. 1C8. 584 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Notes. Index of titles 
and first lines. 

To the Collected Poems of 1933 have been added the poems from A Full Moon in 

March (1935) and Last Poems (1940). The text embodies the author’s final revisions and 

is given without variorum readings. The poems, presented in chronological order, 

range in mood from the dreamy symbolism of the ‘Celtic Twilight’ to the defiant 
bitterness of those written in old age. During the intervening years between these 
extremes of style, Yeats wrote with an intensity and passion of “pl: 1in statement, com- 
bined with a consoled and powerful rhetoric, that made him the greatest poet of his 
generation. To this middle period belong not only the great political poems but the 
poems inspired by the peculiar enchantment of the Irish landscape, with all its associa- 
tion of legend and folk-lore. There are also the mystical poems which were the out- 
come of Yeats’s study of magic, spiritualism and Oriental philosophies. Among these 
are to be found poems of an intense and visionary quality rare in our time. (821.91) 


English Drama 
THE TRAGEDY OF ROMEO AND JULIET. William Shakespeare. Introduc- 
tion by Nevill Coghill. The Folio Society: Cassell, 16s. F4. 131 pages. 12 
full-page colour engravings, 8 black-and-white drawings by Jean Hugo. 
Glossary. 
The text of Shakespeare’s tenth play and third tragedy chosen for this spacious edition 
is that of The New Temple Shakespeare published by Dent. Jean Hugo's designs were 
made originally for a production at the Soirées de Paris of Jean Cocteau’s adaptation 
of the play. The introduction dwells briefly on the poetry in the play, on problems 
of presentation (which have admittedly been solved by Harley Granville-Barker in his 
Prefaces to Shakespeare series), on problems of scholarship, quoting from Edward 
Dowden and E. K. Chambers, and becomes finally an exposition of Chaucer’s in- 
fluence on Shakespe: Ire, evinced most strongly in this play. In see ar, Mr. Coghill 
draws comparisons between Chaucer’s The Parliament of Fowls ond Troilus and 
Criseyde with Romco and Juliet. Mr. Coghill is both an experienced producer and an 
enthusiastic student of Chaucer’s works. (822.33) 
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THE OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAINS. A Play in Three Acts. Norman 
Nicholson. 3rd impression revised. Faber, 8s.6d. D8. 84 pages. 
Since its first production in the season of New Plays by Poets at the Mercury Theatre, 
London, and its first publication in 1946, this rendering of the Biblical story of Elijah 
and Ahab in a modern Cumbrian setting has become widely known and performed. 
The language of the play, both verse and prose, is perfectly blended with the folk tale 
it unfolds. The play is one of the finest expressions of modern verse drama and is, so 
far, the author’s best work. Norman Nicholson has added speeches and rewritten 
several passages for this revised edition. (822.91) 


THE WINSLOW BOY. With Two Other Plays: FRENCH WITHOUT 
TEARS, and FLARE PATH. Terence Rattigan. Pan Books, 2s. sC8. 
256 pages. Paper bound. 

These three plays by an established British dramatist have all been great popular 

successes on the stage; they have also been filmed. The first—and most serious—(first 

published 1946) is based on a famous cause céiébre and tells the story of Arthur 

Winslow’s two-year struggle to clear the name of his young son, accused of a small 

theft and expelled from the Royal Naval College at Osborne. The affair has social 

and even political repercussions; the Winslows engage the best advocate in England to 
fight their case. This man’s cold and ruthless passion to see right done succeeds; for 
the Winslow family it is a somewhat Pyrrhic victory. French Without Tears (1937) isa 
light comedy introc ducit 1g a group of racke ty young ‘English people, supposedly learn- 
ing French in a tutorial estab \ tte ow in France; in an uproarious mixture of excruciat- 
ing French and slangy English they pursue their studies and their flirtations. The scene 
of Flare Path (1942) is an inn adjacent to an R.A.F. Bomber Station during the war; 

Mr. Rattigan has touched off to perfection the various Air Force types and their wives, 

and the tense atmosphere in spite of the high spirits and camaraderie. The love affair 

between an American film star and the actress wife of one of the pilots provides a well 

handled romantic element. (822.91) 


English Fiction 
“i ? ‘ Ae 

ARNOLD BENNETT. Frank Swinnerton. Longmans, Green for The British 

. P P ‘ - . “11 

Council, 1s.6d. sD8. 32 pages. Pvenagiece: Bibliography. Paper bound. 

’ ’ on ee 2 

(Bibliographical Supplements to “British Book News ) 
A pleasantly informal account of Arnold Bennett (1867-1931) as man and novelist 

I ) 
introduces a bibliography of his works. Frank Swinnerton presents Bennett as a 
typical product of Staffordshire, the industrial north of Engl: ind, whose natives claim 
to be more typically Eng lish than those of ny other part of the British Isles-—‘ out- 





wardly brusque, stoic: ind undemonstrative’ but ‘inw ardly all sentiment and crushed 
tenderness’. He shows sn Bennett developed as a novelist under the influence of 
George Moore and the French naturalists, though his distinctive quality was a union 
of humour ind warm humanity with res lute ruthfulness. His greatest work, The 

Old Wives’ Tale, says Mr. Swinnerton, hi is ‘a warmth and kindliness quite foreign to 
any realists known to the English public’. Bennett's production was immense and on 
many levels. ‘I have written,’ Mr. Swinnerton quotes him as complaining, “between 
seventy and eighty books. But alas, I have only written four: The Old Wives’ Tale, 
The Card, Clayhanger and Ri eyman Steps. All the others are made a reproach to me 
because they are neither The Old Wives’ Tale, nor The Card, nor Clayhanger, nor 
Riceyman Steps.’ (823.91) 








English Essays 

THE ESSAYS OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. A Selection, with an 
Introduction by Malcolm Elwin. Macdonald, 9s.6d. C8. 509 pages. Frontis- 
piece and 7 illustrations. Bibliographical note. (Macdonald Illustrated 
Classics) 


The centenary of the birth of Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-94) may lead readers who 
know him only through his Treasure Island and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde to examine 
the works and personality of this writer to find what gave him his great reputation fifty 
years ago, and what value he offers to the world of men and of letters today. Such a 
book as this selection from his essays offers ideal ground for such an investigation, for 
in the literary essay, if it is to be worth anything, the author entertainingly reveals 
himself. The essays cover most of Stevenson’s literary career, and in them he talks of 
the aims, ambitions and impulses of himself and others, the experiences of his child- 
hood, his travels, his own endeavours in literature, literary criticism and biography. 
His style is graceful and individual, and varies from the colloquial and epigrammatic 
to the eloquent, and never fails to be fitting to his matter. In his introduction Mr. 
Malcolm Elwin, who is engaged on a biographical and critical study, The Strange 
Case of Robert Louis Stevenson, gives many illuminating details about Stevenson’s life 
and an estimate of Stevenson’s place among English essayists. (824.8) 


French Literature 


THE SYMBOLIST AESTHETIC IN FRANCE, 1885-1895.A.G. Lehmann. 
Blackwell (Oxford), 25s. D8. 336 pages. Indexes. (Modern Language Studies) 
Mr. Lehmann has studied not only the great Symbolists, like Baudelaire and Mallarmé, 
but the many minor figures who adopted their theories about poetry. He shows how 
different poets formed their own versions of what looks superficially a single doctrine. 
But this does not obscure his treatment of the main figures—that of Mallarmé, for 
instance, with its discussion of the theory of the analogy between poetry and music. 
Mr. Lehmann gives an admirably clear account of the development of the idea of 
symbolism itself and, in passing, of its influence on Carlyle. His pages bring order and 
system into the discussion of a subject that has hitherto been attended by the greatest 
confusion. His book should be of the greatest value to all students of European poetry. 
(841.8) 

Greek Literature 


AESCHYLUS: AGAMEMNON. Edited, with a Commentary, by Eduard 
Fraenkel. 3 vols. Oxford University Press, 84s. sR8. 856 pages. Appendices. 
Indexes. 


Eduard Fraenkel, Corpus Christi Professor of Latin in the University of Oxford and 
a scholar of international repute, avers (too modestly) that this work is not written 
for the specialist, but rather for students of University standard. In his very full Com- 
mentary he has followed, in a modernized form, the example of the old editiones cum 
notis variorum, believing that, in view of the controversial nature of the body of 
scholarship pertaining to the Agamemnon, the student should have each aspect of a 
disputed question put before him; it has not been possible to take into account material 
published since 1946. The commentary includes a number of discussions on points of 
grammar, syntax, semasiology, word-order, and on prosody and metre. ‘Everything,’ 
he writes, ‘that I regard as the commentator’s immediate concern, such as the appre- 
ciation of a scene or song as a whole, an attempt to grasp the essential features of the 
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characters, remarks on the relation of the play to the epic versions of the story, 
illustrations of the traits linking up this drama with contemporary events, has been 
incorporated.’ Vol. I contains a discussion of the manuscripts and of some editions and 
commentaries, together with the Greek text and a prose translation by Professor 
Fraenkel; Vols. II and III comprise the commentary, appendices and indexes. (882.1) 
Russian Literature 
FOUR SHORT PLAYS: The Bear, The Proposal, The Wedding, The Anni- 
versary. Anton Tchekoff. Translated from the Russian by Julius West. 
Reprint. Duckworth, 3s.6d. F8. 86 pages. Paper bound. 
This collection of four of the most famous one-act farces in the Russian, or indeed in 
almost any, language, was first published in 1915 and is now reprinted again after 
thirty-five years. During all this time the popularity of the plays has remained con- 
stant, or has increased as the general interest in the author has become more wide- 
spread. Although nearly all the dramatic works by the great Russian dramatist 
(1860-1904) are plays of tragedy or frustration, one remembers how comedy or even 
farce broke into the solemn gloom of The Three Sisters, or The Cherry Orchard. 
Equally, here there is a hint of irony or tears in these plays we call farces. The collec- 


tion, although not in the translation usually acted, will be a useful one for play pro- 
ducing societies. (891.72) 


Arabic Literature 

MODERN ARABIC POETRY. An Anthology with English verse translations. 
Arthur J. Arberry. Taylor's Foreign Press, 30s. sC4. 156 pages. English and 
Arabic indexes. (Cambridge Oriental Series, No. 1) 


The compilation of this anthology and the translation of the poems in it is the work 
of Professor Arberry (Fellow of Pembroke College and Sir Thomas Adams’s Pro- 
fessor of Arabic in the University of Cambridge) in conjunction with a group of Arab 
students drawn from several countries. One feels that group taste tends towards a 
lower standard of individual excellence in the poems than might have been the case 
had the book been the work of one mind, and produces a certain flatness in the 
anthology as a whole. But the book serves adequately as the first general introduction 
to Western readers of Arabic poetry written since 1920. These poems reflect the 
various social and political trends affecting the Arab peoples during the last thirty 
years; some of them evince a strong contemporary European influence, but in many 
others foreign influences have been absorbed into an authentic and individual idiom. 
The basic problems of translated poetry are not solved, nor perhaps attempted; the use 
of a slightly archaic style in the English detracts in some cases from the modernity of 
the original and dulls the fine edge of its impact. This is a minor disadvantage, how- 
ever, in a work which provides a sound general introduction to a new field. It is the 
first volume in a new series published in co-operation with the Faculty of Oriental 
Languages of the University of Cambridge. (892.710822) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
Travel Description 
TRAVELLERS QUEST. Original Contributions towards a Philosophy of 
Travel. Various authors. Edited by M. A. Michael. William Hodge, 15. 
D8. 327 pages. 
In his introduction to this very interesting volume the editor defines the ideal traveller 
as ‘one who, in the first place, has set out in search of something, definite or indefimite 


31 833 








... his journey is a quest’. The essays that follow discuss ‘the major reasons why 
people travel nowadays, the calls that summon and the urges that drive them from 
their homes’. What it is that makes men take to the sea, the mountains, the desert, the 
Arctic wastes, or to journeying here, there and anywhere is discussed by such distin- 
guished travellers as H. M. Tomlinson, Henri Bordeaux, Freya Stark, Ella Maillart, 
Colonel P. T. Etherton, Peter Freuchen and others, concluding with an informative 
essay by Walter Starkie on those eternal travellers the gipsies. Spiritual satisfaction and 
liberation of mind are not least among the rewards of the truce traveller and will stir to 
emulation many who read this enlightening volume. (910) 


THE FACE OF THE EARTH. With some hints for those about to travel. 
H. M. Tomlinson. Duckworth, 12s.6d. D8. 254 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 


The titles of the five sketches in this book, in which Mr. Tomlinson recalls some of 
his travels and his reflections on them, do not at first sight suggest that the author has 
given himself a fair chance to talk about the face of the earth. Yet that is what he 
successfully does, for to him a journey through Spain or a walk on a frosty morning 
or the exploration of a weed-covered ditch show that ‘adventure is never anywhere 
unless we make it. Chance releases it. If we are not ready it is not there.’ Mr. Tomlin- 
son’s travels may have made him scornful of preconceived notions and romanticized 
accounts of travel but they have made him a mystic. He shows that his wide yet close 
observation of men and scenes has always brought ‘the unexpected incidence of little 
things’ and has led him to set nature as an illuminating background to man and his 
problems. The little men—he is suspicious of the great ones—mean much to him too, 
as his thoughts on the builders of Seville Cathedral show. Wide and wise travel and 
a marked felicity of expression have enabled Mr. Tomlinson to show, even to the less 
widely travelled, what the face of the earth reveals to the seeing eye and receptive 
mind. (910) 


SAILING ALONE ROUND THE WORLD. Joshua Slocum. Introduction by 
Arthur Ransome. Pan Books, 2s. sC8. 254 pages. 28 illustrations and plans. 
2 maps. Paper bound. 


First published in 1900, this story is the classic work of all single-handed voyaging. 
Slocum, born in Nova Scotia in 1844, was a seaman from boyhood. He began his life 
at sea at the age of twelve and gained his first command when he was twenty-five. In 
1892 he bought the remains of an old 35-foot sloop, the Spray, propped up in a field, 
and rebuilt her with his own hands. This, together with trials, took him until April 
1895, when he sailed from Boston on his lone voyage round the world. He crossed 
the Atlantic to Gibraltar, then turned west about, through the Magellan Strait, across 
the Pacific to Australia, then round the Cape of Good Hope and for the third time 
across the Atlantic, reaching Newport just over three years after his start. It is a story 
of seamanship, adventure, hardship and unlimited faith, and is told in clear, direct and 
vigorous narrative. Further, it is a chronicle worthy of the first single-handed circum- 
navigation of the globe and of the man who accomplished it. (910.4) 


PREHISTORIC INDIA. To 1000 B.c. Stuart Piggott. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 
(Double volume). sC8. 104 pages. 8 plates. 27 line illustrations. 5 maps. 
2 chronological tables. Index. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 


A short introductory chapter outlining the development of archaeological research in 
India is followed by an account of prehistoric India from the earliest times to approxi- 
mately 1000 B.c. The author describes the Indian culture which modern research has 
revealed in relation to the life of the other prehistoric agricultural communities of 
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western Asia. Although there is no formal bibliography, each chapter has a compre- 
hensive bibliographical note. Professor Piggott, who holds the Abercromby Chair of 
Prehistoric Archaeology in the University of Edinburgh, spent three years of his war 
service in India, and was thus able to investigate the results of archaeological research 
there at first hand. (913.54) 


AFOOT IN THE HEBRIDES. Seton Gordon. Country Life, 30s. M8. 
322 pages. 65 photographs. 2 maps (repeated on endpapers). Index. 
This latest addition to the Country Life books on Britain is a most scholarly and a most 
welcome one. It does not merely retraverse the ground covered by the numberless 
writers who have—in dream only, in some cases—beheld the Hebrides. Seton Gordon’s 
reputation as an authority on the Scottish islands—the people, customs, wild-life, 
crafts and industries—stands behind the book, which is, in itself, both informative and 
entertaining. The illustrations, from photographs taken by the author and his wife, are 
of unequal quality, but the best of them are quite first rate. For those who already 
know the Hebrides the book will have a very special appeal. For those who have yet 
to visit the Islands, no book could serve better as an introduction. (914.117) 


THE CHILTERNS. J. H. B. Peel. Paul Elek, 15s. sC4. 112 pages. Drawings by 
James Arnold. 67 photographs. Coloured map (1574) and folded map. 
Index. (Vision of England Series) 

After an attempt to describe ‘the spirit of the Hills’ and a warm defence of ‘parish 

pride’ the author writes informatively, often lyrically, and with commendable 

enthusiasm, of the regions which are crossed by the Chiltern Hills of southern 

England—Hertfordshire, ‘the plainest’; Buckinghamshire, ‘the loveliest’; and Ox- 

fordshire, ‘the grandest’. He describes the differences and resemblances between the 

three sectors, their historic and literary associations, their churches, great houses, and 
cottages, their villages with their delightful names, their local industries, and the 
character of their people. Chiltern village life is still remarkably isolated and self- 
sufficient and, remote as many of the villages are, time has wrought but little change on 
them. The author then takes each sector separately and, with a sure sense of values, 
describes the beauties of each. He presents a satisfying overall picture of a countryside 
that is typically English, the attractions of which will make many wish to follow in 
his footsteps. (914.25) 


LONDON’S EPPING FOREST. James A. Brimble. Country Life, 30s. C4. 
176 pages. 113 photographs. 12 maps. 5 appendices. Index. 
Epping Forest, which belongs to the Corporation of the City of London, is one of the 
most remarkable and beautiful, and yet, to the visitor from abroad, one of the least 
known of the open spaces near that city. In this book, remarkable for its many beauti- 
ful camera studies, the author, a photographer by profession, has made up for the 
absence of a real guide to the area, and at the same time provided a book that many 
will read and look at as much for pleasure as for reference. The history, topography 
and past and present state of the forest are gone into in great detail—almost, one might 
say, acre by acre—and a series of excellent maps makes it easy to follow the author 
through the forest. It is perhaps a pity that more space is not given to the Natural 
History of the area which could, in fact, provide the subject for a complete book on 
its own. Of the five appendices, that dealing with the photographs will have consider- 
able interest. (914.267) 
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ITALIAN LIFE AND LANDSCAPE. Vol. 1.ROME AND SOUTH ITALY. 
Bernard Wall. Elek, 12s.6d. D8. 129 pages. 100 photographs. 2 maps (one 
on endpaper). Index. (Life and Landscape Series) 

Mr. Wall endeavours to present in a series of brief surveys a total experience of the 

country, indicating what sort of place is Italy and what sort of people are the Italians. 

He touches on a fascinating variety of landscape, life and occupation, he does not 

neglect literature, legend or gastronomy, but he devotes most space to archaeology, 

architecture and history. The first third of the book is occupied with Rome, which is 
treated chronologically. Then there are chapters on Naples and its bay; Puglie; 

Basilicata; Calabria; Sicily and Sardinia. Various aspects of each of these cities and 

regions are linked to form an attractive picture of the essential Italy. (914.5) 


THE MIDDLE EAST, 1950. A Survey and Directory of the Countries of 
the Middle East. Compiled by the publishers in collaboration with the 
Intelligence Unit of The Economist. 2nd edition. Europa Publications, sos. 
1C4. 398 pages. 13 maps. Tables. Bibliography. 

The second issue of this reference book (first published in 1948), providing factual 

data on the countries of the Middle East, has been brought up to date, and a con- 

siderable amount of new material has been added. The countries are Aden, Afghani- 
stan, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel and Arab Palestine, the 

Hashimite Kingdom of the Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Lebanon, and Turkey; 

there is a section on the Arab League. The information on each country is given under 

uniform headings such as geography, peoples and religions, history (before 1914 and 
after 1914), Government (Constitution, members of the Government, and the legal 
system), communications, economic life (agriculture, industry, trade, and finance), 
learning, places of interest, and the Press, followed by a bibliography. A Who’s Who 
in the Middle East concludes the volume. (915) 


THE ANTIQUE LAND. Diana Shipton. Hodder & Stoughton, 20s. M8. 
219 pages. 23 photographs. Decorations by Jill Davis. Endpaper map. 
The wife of the British Consul-General in Kashgar, in Sinkiang (or Chinese Turkestan), 
here records her experiences from 1946 to 1948 of a country known to comparatively 
few. Beginning with a vivid account of the long and aching journey from India by 
way of the ancient trade route through Ladakh and over the Karakoram Pass, she goes 
on to describe domestic arrangements at the Consulate and the sometimes baffling 
characteristics of native servants, the climate, the primitive means of transport, and the 
elaborate hospitality that etiquette demanded. There were numerous shooting trips 
and, since her husband was also a famous mountaineer, there were also climbing 
expeditions; most fascinating to read is the account of their ‘pursuit’ of a natural arch, 
high amongst the rocks, which was as elusive as it was impressive. Travel was always 
difficult and adventures by the wayside that brought them into contact with the native 
people are related with much interesting detail of dwelling places, costume, manners 
and domestic habits. There is a chapter on parties and entertainments which were often 
tests of endurance. The author touches only briefly upon the complicated politics of 
the country, but there is common sense in what she has to say. Throughout, she writes 
simply and unaffectedly, which increases the effect of her descriptions of the life of this 
wild and remote country and particularly of the original Turki inhabitants. Her book 
has peculiar value as being perhaps the last account of a way of life that, owing to 
events in China, may not long continue to exist. Some excellent photographs illustrate 
the text. (915.16) 


836 











JUNGLE JOuRNEY. Ethel Mannin. Jarrolds, 15s. D8. 256 pages. 41 photo- 
graphs. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 
The author, accompanied by her daughter (whose photographs have been used for 
the illustrations), travelled through India and Pakistan early in 1948. Their primary 
object was to visit the jungles of the United Provinces, but in addition they travelled 
as far north as Peshawar, east towards Assam and south to Mysore. This vividly written 
and well-illustrated account of a journey made with very little luggage and often under 
primitive conditions mirrors many aspects of India and Pakistan in the early stages of 
their independence. (915.4) 


Biography 
MANCHESTER MADE THEM. Katharine Chorley. Faber, 12s.6d. D8. 
288 pages. Index. 
Lady Chorley was born into and spent her childhood and adolescent years in the 
prosperous merchant class that before the 1914 war lived in the select Manchester 
suburb of Alderley Edge. In an autobiographical vein she reconstructs the life of this 
class by describing in detail the domestic life of her own family and relations, and the 
social activities of this community: their meals, hobbies, pastimes, holidays, church- 
going and topics of interest and conversation become known to us. The ideals and 
principles of the people of Alderley Edge emerge in their concern for liberal politics, 
their responsibility towards their employees and their belief in progress within the 
existing framework of society. The author shows that her gradual alienation from such 
a way of life and its ideals led her, as a Socialist, to advocate reforms repugnant to 
Alderley Edge. In a final review she concludes that this vanished generation presented 
a graciousness of life that a welfare state would do well to retrieve. Both in the recon- 
struction and the criticism of the people whom Manchester made the book is a fine 
piece of work, useful to the sociologist and of great interest to the general reader. 
(920.7) 
A GENTLEWOMAN IN UPPER CANADA. The Journals of Anne Langton. 
Edited by H. H. Langton. Clarke, Irwin (Toronto, Canada), $3.00. D8. 
264 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 13 plates. Index. 
This book covers the period 1837-44, and consists of the journal of Miss Anne Langton 
and letters from herself and her family—both being-addressed to their relations in 
England. In 1837 the Langtons had emigrated to the new settlement of the Kawartha 
Lake district in Ontario, and these cultivated, gentle, yet vivid and often humorous 
letters describe everyday life in the new settlement in all its aspects—financial, intel- 
lectual, religious, political, and even medical. The activities of the Langtons were 
various; they made a small profit on their farm; they stood for legislature; they 
struggled with the supply problem, by canoe from Peterborough or by the Atlantic 
from England; they organized the beginnings of a library; Anne Langton gathered 
round her a few children for simple schooling. In all, they hacked a home out of the 
wilderness and brought a touch of the good life of the old world to the bush beginnings 
of life in the new. (920.7) 


FREDERICK DENISON MAURICE. H. G. Wood. Cambridge University 
Press, 10s.6d. C8. 179 pages. Index. 


The present volume is an indication of the revival of interest in Britain and America 
in the life and thought of Frederick Denison Maurice (1805-72), one of the most 
influential thinkers and social reformers of his age. It comprises the Dale lectures 
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delivered in Mansfield College, Oxford. It is not Dr. Wood's purpose to rewrite the 
life of Maurice, although he supplies a brief chronological outline, but to study his life 
and thought in relation to the religious and social movements of his time. He believes 
that Maurice was in advance of his time and that it is now possible as never before to 
appreciate his message. The main principles of his teaching are considered, and their 
development and application are traced in relation to Newman’s essay on development, 
the religions of the world, revelation, education and social ethics. A chapter is devoted 
to the Theological Essays the last of which on ‘Eternal Life and Eternal Death’ lost 
Maurice his professorship of Theology in King’s College, University of London. No 
better introduction to the relevance of Maurice’s thought to our own day has been 
published. It is based on wide knowledge and is marked by clarity and sympathetic 
insight. The author was Professor of Theology in the University of Birmingham from 
1940 to 1946. (922.3) 


THE QUEEN OF scorTs. Stefan Zweig. Translated from the German by 
Eden and Cedar Paul. Cassell, 10s.6d. C8. 485 pages. 8 plates, including 
portraits. Index. (Hallam Edition) 


This book was originally published in Austria in 1935 and first published in Great 
Britain in the same year. The present reprint is in the well-produced Hallam edition + 
of the collected works of this author, who died in 1942. It is a popular biography of, 
Mary Stuart (1542-87), written in a slightly rhetorical style, which concentrates 
personally on Mary the woman rather than politically on Mary the Queen. The book; 
is centred on the years between the marriage to Darnley and the flight to England.” 
The author argues at some length for the authenticity of the Casket Letters. (923. 141) 


PETER THE GREAT. Stephen Graham. 2nd edition. Benn, 15s. D8. 
376 pages. 9 plates, including portraits. Index. 
This is the second edition of a standard work first published in 1929. It is a graphic 
biography of the first and mightiest of the Russian imperialists, Peter the Great, 
(1672-1725), whose influence upon seventeenth-century Russia was extraordinary, 
and worked startling changes. Mr. Graham tells with precision and detachment what 
the Tsar did and how he behaved. There are no political generalizations or theoric 
about the motives that inspired this puzzling monarch. The narrative, written in an 
easy style, is swift and provides the most vivid portrait available in English. (923.147) 


GRIEG. John Horton. Duckworth, 4s.6d. sC8. 109 pages. Frontispiece. Biblio- 
graphy. List of compositions. (Great Lives) 

The author of this short biography acknowledges his debt to a life of Grieg by 
Monrad-Johansen, translated into English in 1938, from which his biographic: " 
material is taken; and also the symposium edited by Gerald Abraham which appeared 
in 1948. Readers wishing to pursue the subject will doubtless go on to these books; ir} 
the meantime this briefer sketch, which includes a list of compositions, will be usefuig 
as an introduction to a study of the composer. (927.8) 


THE CHEVALIER NOVERRE, FATHER OF MODERN BALLET. A 
biography. Deryck Lynham. Sylvan Press, 21s. D8. 204 pages. 17 ee 
trations. Appendices. Bibliography. Index. , 

The achievement and influence of Jean Georges Noverre (1727-1807) in the art of 

ballet has been without parallel and his remarkable Lettres sur la Danse et sur les Balls 

(Lyons and Stuttgart, 1760) has been a classic of its literature, well known in translaticn 
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in most European languages. No full-scale work on him has, however, appeared since 
Charles Edwin Noverre’s Life and Works of the Chevalier Noverre (1882), a study based 
on the family records and traditions of the Noverres of Norwich, and the present life 
is the first to co-ordinate with that source of information the results of original and 
commissioned research in the archives of the cities where his ballets were staged. The 
resulting narrative, scholarly and readable, fills in much detail of his life and work and 
makes solid ground for the final chapters on the art of the ballet d’action before his 
day and on the sum of his own achievement in it both in his writings and in his ballets. 
Born in Paris of Swiss parentage, he trained under Louis Dupré and made his début 
with him at the Opéra Comique in 1743. He went thence to the Court of Berlin and 
subsequently held posts of Maitre des Ballets in Marseilles, Lyons, London, Stuttgart, 
Vienna and Paris. Impoverished by the French Revolution he died in retirement at 
St. Germain en Laye in 1807. The bibliography lacks detail, but source material is 
freely quoted in an interesting but detached series of notes. The two appendices give 
examples of Noverre’s own ballet synopses and a chronological list of his known pro- 
ductions, ninety-three ballets and thirty-one opera ballets or operas in which he may 
have directed the movement. (927.928) 


THE SMALL YEARS. Frank Kendon. Introduction by Walter de la Mare. 
2nd edition. Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. C8. 226 pages. Endpaper 
map. 

This book of reminiscences and impressions of the author’s childhood at the end of the 

nineteenth century, first published in 1930, deservedly attained a considerable popu- 

larity. This the second edition contains a new chapter called ‘Christmas Day’. Mr. 

Kendon was born in a pleasant country village in the Kentish Weald and as a child 

found this ‘little kingdom of his wanderings’ large enough to occupy his faculties 

and energies. He does not give a mere account of his childhood but recalls the people, 
places, activities and experiences that then made an impression on him. The value and 
interest of the book rest in his never interpreting these intimations of his childhood by 
means of mature adult knowledge. His words and expressions, so strikingly apt, con- 
vincingly reveal what he felt in his boyish adventures, his growing awareness of his 
family and the local worthies and the life of nature about him. In his introduction, 

Mr. Walter de la Mare, whose poetry reveals his own vivid perception of childhood 

values, says that few can recapture the child’s world with Mr. Kendon’s ‘lovely truth 

and clarity’. (928.2) 


WITHIN THE HARBOUR. E. M. Almedingen. John Lane The Bodley Head, 
10s.6d. IC8. 254 pages. 


The third volume of Miss Almedingen’s autobiography (the two preceding volumes 
were To-morrow Will Come and The Almond Tree) begins with her arrival in England 
in 1923. The daughter of a Russian father and an English mother, she reached 
London with only two shillings in her pocket and a few introductions. She writes of 
her delighted discovery of England, of her poverty in some of the shabbier districts of 
London, of her struggles as a writer and of her memories of ‘Petrograd’ after the 
Revolution. There are also visits to relations living in Warsaw and Rome and trips to 
the English countryside. Miss Almedingen records simply and with sincerity her im- 
pressions of her adopted country. Her experiences are typical of many other refugees 
in an age of political persecution and insecurity. (928.23) 
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IN THE STEPS OF JOHN BUNYAN. An Excursion into Puritan England. 
Vera Brittain. Rich & Cowan, 15s. C8. 440 pages. 51 photographs. Portrait 
facsimiles. 5 maps (2 on endpapers). Bibliography. Index. 

This well-known author has toured Bedfordshire in search of John Bunyan (1628-88), 

the inspired preacher and author of The Pilgrim’s Progress. She relates his life against the 

background of his own seventeenth-century countryside, recapturing with under- 
standing its life and its scenes. Her scholarly book contains new material and is read- 
able, reverent and sympathetically enthusiastic. There is a wealth of good photographs 
and a ten-page bibliography of publications most useful to the general reader. 
(928.234) 


Genealogy 
THE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH CHRISTIAN NAMES. Com- 
piled by E. G. Withycombe. 2nd edition. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 
C8. 341 pages. 
The first issue of this dictionary appeared in 1945, and it has been reprinted twice. This 
new edition contains some fifty names not included before, and many small correc- 
tions have been made. The long introduction gives a general history of English names 
and the usages of the peoples from whom they have been derived, e.g. Semitic, Greek, 
Roman, Celtic. The dictionary is in one alphabetical sequence, and indicates whether 
each name is masculine or feminine, and gives the pronunciation where doubtful. The 
origin, etymology and history to the present day of each name is traced as far as 
possible. This is a useful, authoritative and interesting work, and the second edition is 
a great improvement on the former one in point of production. The type is more 
widely spaced, the names stand out better on the page, and the page is no longer 
divided into two columns. (929.4) 


World War II 
OPERATION CICERO. L. C. Moyzisch. Postscript by Franz von Papen. 
Translated from the German by Constantine Fitzgibbon and Heinrich 
Fraenkel. Wingate, 8s.6d. C8. 208 pages. 
An account, said to be authentic, by a former German attaché at Ankara. It tells the 
story of one Cicero, a code name given to a nameless Albanian, who was employed 
at the British Embassy in Turkey during the Second World War and who spied on 
behalf of the German Secret Service. Cicero approached the author and offered 
photographic films of highly secret British documents in return for large sums of 
money. An agreement was made with him by the authority of Ribbentrop, the 
German Foreign Minister, and vital information flowed through the German 
Embassy to Berlin. Among this, it is asserted, were the minutes of the Moscow, Cairo 
and Teheran Conferences and details of Allied supplies to Russia. The claim that the 
account is correct is supported by a postscript written by von Papen, the German 
Ambassador to Turkey at the time. True or not, it is an extraordinary story of 
espionage at its most thrilling level. (940.548743) 
Britain 
THE MEDIEVAL FOUNDATIONS OF ENGLAND. .G. O, Sayles. 2nd edi- 
tion. Methuen, 18s. D8. 507 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This secand edition of a work first published in 1948 contains a new introductory 
chapter but is otherwise unaltered except for the correction of minor errors. The 
Professor of Modern History in Queen’s University, Belfast, has written this book to 
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bridge the gap between monograph and text-book. It will, however, be useful in the 
latter capacity for sixth-form and university students. Although set in a chronological 
framework, factual narrative has been avoided and stress laid upon interpretation 
rather than statement of facts. The evolution of the English way of life is discussed 
in the light of the most recent research and is placed against its significant Conti- 
nental background. Three chapters are given to a critical examination of sources. 
Every chapter ends with a reading list which includes usually only recent publications 
and indicates precisely the appropriate parts of each book mentioned. The new intro- 
ductory chapter gives a description of Britain during the Roman Occupation and 
provides a background for the Germanic penetration and settlement of the country. 
(942.02) 
THE GOOD OLD Cause. The English Revolution of 1640-6o, its Causes, 
Course and Consequences. Extracts from contemporary sources edited 
by Christopher Hill and Edmund Dell. Lawrence & Wishart, 15s. C8. 
488 pages. Index. (History in the Making) 
The object of this series is to provide a companion to the social and political histories 
composed of first-hand material, supplementing them especially from the point of 
view of working people and their movements for industrial and political freedom, In 
this book the editors describe the English revolutionary struggle by means of a selec- 
tion of annotated extracts from contemporary sources, including biographies, narra- 
tives, pamphlets, Acts of Parliament, diplomatic despatches. The principle of selection 
is to exemplify political movements in their development from social conditions. The 
book covers contemporary opinions of Charles I, the social classes, economic life, the 
State and its international relations, the Civil War and the objections of the Parliamen- 
tarians to the Church. It includes a list of important dates and a historical introduction 
by the two editors. The volume attempts to acquaint the general reader and student 
with some of the materials for a history of the revolution, but it should be noted that 
it includes few constitutional documents and few extracts from the important religious 
tracts. (942.06) 


THE LAST INVASION OF BRITAIN. E. H. Stuart Jones. University of 
Wales Press (Cardiff), 21s. D8. 338 pages. 15 illustrations. 3 maps. 
5 appendices. Bibliography. Index. 
An account of the last landing of enemy troops on British soil. On a February evening 
in 1797, fourteen hundred French soldiers of the Légion Noire landed unopposed on 
a lonely part of the north coast of Pembrokeshire, two miles to the west of Fishguard. 
The author gives an account of the political and strategic background of the invasion, 
and shows how it was related to the expedition to Bantry Bay in Ireland. He relates, 
in detail, the story of the invasion itself, by sea and on land, and deals exhaustively with 
the famous exploits of the red-cloaked Welsh women whose actions on the occasion 
have become legendary. The invasion ended with the surrender of the French troops. 
The author has drawn much of his material from the public and private archives in 
England and in France, and some of this is now published for the first time. (942.073) 


A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE IN THE NINETEENTH CEN- 
TURY. Vol. 3. THE TRIUMPH OF REFORM, 1830-1841. Elie Halévy. 
Translated from the French by E. I. Watkin. 2nd, revised, edition. Benn, 
21s. D8. 2 plates (portraits). 374 pages. Index. 

The third volume of Halévy’s celebrated and brilliant History which is to occupy six 

volumes in this handsome revised edition. It was originally published in Paris in 1923 
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and the English edition appeared in 1927. The two earlier volumes were noticed in 
the issues of British Book News for August 1949, and February 1950. In this volume 
the author analyses the social, political and religious influences which led to the 
beginnings of parliamentary democracy, the first reformed Parliament, and which 
exercised the minds of men like Grey, Cobbett, John Stuart Mill and Melbourne. He 
shows the problems which faced the Whigs in office and the policy exhibited in the 
three Reform Bills, and studies the ancillary Irish question and religious question. He 
notes too the contemporary roots of administrative centralization. The two chapters 
covering the years of Lord Melbourne indicate how low was the ebb of monarchy 
when Queen Victoria ascended the throne and how her growing influence affected 
home and foreign policy. Other topics that fall within this period are the rise and 
growth of Chartism, culminating in the rising of 1839, the progress of industry and 
the agitation against the new Poor Law, against the Corn Law and for Free Trade. 
This work, of undisputed eminence in scholarship, is written with such sympathy and 
imagination that it should make a wide appeal to all thoughtful readers as well as to 
students of the nineteenth century for whom it is indispensable. (942.08) 


BASSET DOWN. An Old Country House. Mary Arnold-Forster. Foreword 
by Charles Morgan. Country Life, 30s. C4. 176 pages. 38 plates, including 
portraits. 2 genealogical tables. 

The small country-house in which have lived many generations of the same family is 

often a valuable source of social history. Such a house is Basset Down in Wiltshire. 

In the seventeenth century it came into the hands of the Maskelynes, whose main 

stem was joined by other families. Mrs. Arnold-Forster, the present owner, has made 

an admirable book of the house’s history, drawing both on her own knowledge and 
on a large number of documents. She writes with grace and humour of her ancestors 
and of the changing life at Basset Down. The last delightful chapter describes the men 
and women who were servants upon the estate. The celebrated novelist Charles 
Morgan describes this chronicle, in his foreword, as ‘a timeless history . . . such a 
book as might have been written by the house itself’. (942.31) 


THE STORY OF PLYMOUTH. R.A. J. Walling. Westaway Books, 15s. D8. 
312 pages. 11 plates, including portraits. 6 line drawings by Lewis Duckett. 
2 maps. Folded map in colour. Appendices. Index. 

The late R. A. J. Walling was the author of topographical and biographical works, 


and was for forty-five years editor of Plymouth newspapers. He was, therefore, emi- 
nently qualified to write this fine study of the city which has played a part in several 
great national crises. The book relates to English history the city’s story, largely a 
maritime one for it commands the Atlantic approach to Great Britain. It has always 
been the gathering place for the royal fleets and the starting place for expeditions of 
war and exploration. In the sixteenth century it was the base of Drake, Hawkins, and 
the Elizabethan sea-dogs; in the seventeenth century it was the port of departure for 
the colonizers of the Plymouth Company and for the Mayflower; in the nineteenth 
century it became the greatest naval arsenal in the world. Plymouth was also the first 
Corporation created by Act of Parliament and its democratic constitution gave it high 
authority, organizing in the Middle Ages the defence of the port and withstanding 
in the Civil War the King’s forces for three years. In 1941 air raids destroyed all the 
principal streets and buildings and it suffered a gricvous loss of life, but the new 
Plymouth, nobly planned, is already appearing among the ruins. (942.35) 
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Hong Kong 

REPORT ON HONG KONG FOR THE YEAR 1949. Colonial Office. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 10s. sR8. 176 pages. 19 photographs. Map. Tables. 
Bibliography. Paper bound. 

This Annual Report, which covers all aspects of the administration of the Colony, was 

printed in Hong Kong and many of the varied and interesting collection of photo- 

graphs were obtained as the result of a special local competition. The year under 

review was overshadowed by the civil war in China and normal relations with the 

hinterland were consequently interrupted. In spite of these uncertain conditions, how- 

ever, plans were made for the carrying out of the outline plan for the develop- 

ment of the urban area which was published in September. (951.25) 


Burma 


BURMA. D.G. E. Hall. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 184 pages. Map. Bibliography. 
Index. (Hutchinson's University Library) 

The author, who is Professor of the History of South East Asia in the University of 

London, has outlined the history of Burma from the earliest known references to the 

present day; about half of the book relates to the period before the first British contacts 

with the country, and a final chapter describes the formation of the Republic of the 

Union of Burma in 1947. (959.1) 


Africa: Tanganyika Territory 

REPORT...ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF TANGANYIKA FOR THE 
YEAR 1949. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 8s. sR8. 308 pages. 
24 photographs. Map. Tables. Index. Paper bound. 

This report, prepared for the United Nations, has been compiled in a slightly different 

form from previous years; it is designed to be more readable (while giving as much 

information as before) and a useful classified index is provided. The year under review 


has seen increased expenditure on the social services, particularly education, and the 
extension of the work of local councils. (967.82) 


FICTION 
General 


THE DEAD SEAGULL. George Barker. Lehmann, 7s.6d. C8. 142 pages. 


This novel by a well-known poet is told in the manner of a confession and written in 
a rhetorical style heavy with classical and Christian symbolism. The seagull is a 
symbol of the narrator’s wife, Theresa, and also of his love. He kills both by his un- 
controllable passion for another woman. When his wife is pregnant he goes to 
London to live with Marsden, a beautiful, elemental and destructive woman who is 
taken as a symbol of lust, in contrast to the gentle, loving and Catholic Theresa. The 
book derives its power from the author’s stifling sense of original sin, ‘the dreadful 
aboriginal calamity’ of Cardinal Newman. The two women are also presented as the 
two conflicting sides of the narrator’s nature. 


THE CHOSEN. E. J. Edwards. Peter Davies, 9s.6d. C8. 291 pages. 

Five young men who have been friends at college enter a Catholic seminary in the 
American Middle West to train for the priesthood. Their ideals are high and their 
impulse is to serve, but none has any real idea of what such a vocation demands of 
them, of what it really means to be a priest. Gradually they learn, under rigorous 
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training, and gradually they fall by the wayside until only one is left. The author 
presents his theme simply and sincerely. The dialogue is natural and convincing except, 
perhaps, when the feminine element is introduced. The characters emerge clearly and 
retain the reader’s sympathy, whether they be instructors (there are one or two excel- 
lent portraits here) or the instructed. Humour as well as poignancy has its place in this 
unusual story, and the background details of life and training in the seminary are most 
absorbing. 


THE THIRD MANand THE FALLEN IDOL. Graham Greene. Heinemann, 6s. 
C8. 188 pages. 


The novel and the short story in this volume formed the basis of two of the most 
successful British films of recent years. In a short introduction to each of them, Mr. 
Greene explains how far they were modified while he was working on the film scripts 
with Carol Reed, who directed both films. The Third Man, unlike ‘The Basement 
Room’ (renamed The Fallen Idol for picture-making purposes) was written directly 
for the film. It grew out of an idea for a short story jotted down, says Mr. Greene, 
many years ago—telling how a man walking down the Strand in London, suddenly 
saw passing in the crowd his greatest friend whose funeral he had attended only a 
week before. This idea still forms the basis of the novel as Mr. Greene finally wrote it, 
though the scene is laid in post-war Vienna and the central character, Harry Lime, is 
a black marketeer making a fortune by the illegal sale of penicillin, While The Third 
Man has all the skilfully mixed ingredients of a popular film, The Fallen Idol is a deli- 
cate and beautiful story of a boy’s disillusionment in his hero, his parents’ butler, and 
his confused awareness, from his hero’s love affair, of passions beyond his years. 


ACROSS THE RIVER AND INTO THE TREES. Ernest Hemingway. 
Jonathan Cape, 9s.6d. C8. 254 pages. 


Colonel Richard Cantwell of the United States Army, who had fought with the 
Italians during the First World War, returns to Venice on short leave in the winter of 
1946. An aging and disillusioned man, he falls in love with a young Italian countess, 
who returns his love. During the brief hours covered by the narrative, Colonel 
Cantwell, though aware of the irony and essential hopelessness of the situation, beguiles 
himself with the hope that a new life is about to begin for him. Unfortunately, the 
Colonel has drunk far too much in the past, his two previous marriages have failed 
miserably and his heart is now seriously affected. He goes duck-shooting on the 
lagoons, drinks in various bars, where he meets again old comrades in arms in the 
persons of the waiters, makes love to the countess and finally dies of heart-failure on 
his way to Trieste. Too much of the book is taken up with the colonel’s reminiscences 
of the First World War which he compares unfavourably with the last war, and his 
grievances against generals and war correspondents. The reader soon becomes aware 
that, though fifty, the colonel is emotionally still an adolescent and his garrulity is less 
bearable than it might be on account of its monotonous American slang. This is a 
disappointing book compared with Mr. Hemingway’s previous work. 


THE COMMONERS. Fred Kitchen. Dent, 10s.6d. C8. 317 pages. 


Mr. Fred Kitchen’s life-long experience of tilling the soil and his living among the 
country folk give authority to his well-known books on life and work on the land. 
In this his first novel he sets the story in a north country village about 1793 when the 
Enclosure Acts were presenting the landworkers with dire problems and initiating a 
new era in agriculture. The story centres on a strong-minded personable young 
woman, Hannah, and her shiftless husband, Enoch, who as fugitives from justice or 
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injustice become squatters on the waste land above the village. A cave on Grectstan 
Rig is their first home but, in spite of Enoch’s preference for the tavern and the cock- 
pit, Hannah by enterprise and forcefulness gradually acquires landed rights and 
becomes, as the respected Mistress of Shearer's Crag, a prosperous farmer and horse- 
breeder. There is little need for a ‘plot’ in such a story, although the shadow of the past 
life of Hannah and Enoch, Hannah’s love for a young aristocrat, and her reactions to 
the enclosure troubles are skilfully used as unifying factors in the many shifting scenes 
and diverse personalities in this authentic picture of a social life of the past. Nothing is 
irrelevant and everything is alive in this finely told story. 


THE TALL HEADLINES. Audrey Erskine Lindop. Heinemann, 10s.6d. C8. 
336 pages. 
This is the story of the life of a respectable lower middle-class family after the eldest 
son has been executed for a murder which he had unaccountably but undoubtedly 
committed. The family, under an assumed name, remove to a town where they are 
unknown, determining at all costs to keep their tragedy secret; no easy matter, as it 
has been publicized in photographs and tall headlines. The incidents of the story arise 
from the nervous strain this involves and from each member trying to live a new 
normal life or to link any broken threads of the old. This brings painful disintegration 
of family life. The younger son’s breakdown and constrained revelation of their secret 
has dire results but probably, as far as can be, lifts the shadow from their lives. Since 
present discussion and inquiry have given prominence to questions relative to this 
theme, such a story was bound to present itself to a novelist. It is acceptable only if it 
avoids the sensational or sentimental and Miss Lindop has done this supremely well. 


THE WHITE CAT. Hugh P. McGraw. Arthur Barker, 10s.6d. C8. 320 pages. 
David Bryant, a commercial artist who has drifted into failure, has become a prey to 
nerves which prevent his lifting himself out of it. His marriage is conventionally happy, 
but boredom drives him into the arms of a predatory young woman about whom he 
has no illusions but from whom he finds it difficult to break away. The problem, like 
so many in real life, is not resolved, but the reader is left with a hint of future develop- 
ments. David’s reactions and vacillations are shrewdly measured and the inevitability 
of events made convincingly clear. The book might have profited by a little more 
probing into cause and effect, but its entertaining and plausible presentation of common 
aspects of the ‘eternal triangle’, against a detailed background of urban life obviously 
drawn from knowledge, will earn it an appreciative audience. 


THE CANNIBAL HEART. Margaret Millar. Hamish Hamilton, 8s.6d. C8. 
207 pages. 

Into the life of Mark Banner, his wife and their nine-year-old daughter, who have 
rented a house on the Californian coast for the summer, comes the owner of the house, 
a woman with a tragic past, who nearly plunges them into disaster. The author shows 
interesting possibilitics. Her story is melodramatic, but her dialogue is good, her back- 
ground details sparing but evocative, and she understands children. She is not herself 
certain of her central figure, who is consequently shadowy and arouses some im- 
patience. It is the other characters who engage the attention; they are sharply drawn, 
human and understandable. 


SUCH DARLING popos and Other Stories. Angus Wilson. Secker & 
Warburg, 9s.6d. C8. 212 pages. 

Mr. Wilson’s first book, The Wrong Set, was much appreciated by sophisticated 

readers; they will not be disappointed in his new collection of eleven stories. His 
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speciality is eccentricity and the nastier side of human nature—but his prose is so 
smooth, his wit so telling and his satire so bland, that, though often disconcerting and 
sometimes macabre, his work is never ‘unpleasant’ or merely cynical. Mr. Wilson 
touches off inimitably the vulgar, the pretentious, or the self-deceiving; but these 
stories are varied enough in temper—from the two studies of unbalanced children, a 
caustic description of wartime Civil Servants at cheir Christmas party, a tale of a 
cultivated middle-aged spinster who is ‘haunted’ by a revolting Cockney child, to 
*Totentanz’ describing the activities of a social climber—the wife of a provincial don 
removed to London—which is a tour-de-force of wit and perception. 


THE GOLDEN APPLES. Eudora Welty. John Lane The Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 
IC8. 246 pages. 

Miss Welty is one of the most talented of the younger writers in America, and this is 
her fifth book. She writes, as always, about the inhabitants of a small town in the 
Mississippi delta, and in a genre entirely her own—a blend of realism with the tense, 
heightened vision of the poet, of the slangy vernacular with an exotic rhetoric. Her 
impressionistic technique does not allow her to penetrate very deeply into character— 
indeed the innumerable people who appear and reappear throughout these seven 
stories are unremarkable, except for their little eccentricities. It is the panorama of the 
life of a community which is striking. With immense skill, too, Miss Welty evokes 
colour, scent and atmosphere—the deserted house in June Recital where once an odd 
music mistress lived; the lush beauty of Moon Lake (in the story of that name) where 
a party of orphan girls attend a summer camp, and one is nearly drowned. Many such 
scenes, or events strange or mundane, in Morgana, Mississippi, stand out with the 
arresting sharpness of a dream. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE CASE OF WILLIAM SMITH. Patricia Wentworth. Hodder & Stoughton, 
gs.6d. C8. 254 pages. 

Who really was William Smith and why were a number of attempts made upon his 
life? The elderly Miss Silver, so mild-seeming yet so shrewd, once again takes action 
and prevents a murderer from claiming a third victim. The murderer’s identity is not 
very long in doubt, but the reader will continue enthusiastically to the end in his 
desire, skilfully whetted, to see justice done and a most engaging hero and heroine 
restored to happiness. 


Reprints 
General 
FROM HAND TO HAND. T. Rowland Hughes. The Welsh novel O Law i 
Law rendered into English by Richard C. Ruck. Foreword by Emlyn 
Williams. Methuen, 10s.6d. C8. 208 pages. Line decorations by James 
Morris. Glossary. 
This novel (first published, in Welsh, in 1943) is a vivid portrayal of Welsh life and 
character as seen in a small quarry village in North Wales. John Davies, the chief 
character and narrator, is a man nearing forty who has never married and during his 
twenty-three years as a quarryman has lived in his childhood home. On the death of 
his old mother he watches the disposal of the household goods, by gift and sale, to 
life-long neighbours and is poignantly reminded that these goods are indeed the 
household gods of his Welsh home. Their history and associations evoke the remini- 
scences which are the framework of the book and constitute the story of his own life 
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and that of the little community and its people. The quarry is the background of this 
life, of the pathos, humour, moving and lively incidents concerning humble folk who 
have often a touch of the heroic. As Mr. Emlyn Williams says in his foreword ‘this is 
the real thing’ and the death of the author in 1949 brought a sore loss to Welsh litera- 
ture. The translator has done his work so well that the appended glossary is hardly 
necessary. 


THE DEVIL ON TWO STICKS. René Le Sage. Translated from the French 
by William Strange. New edition, with an Introduction by Arthur 
Symons. Navarre Society, 15s. D8. 415 pages. Lllustrations by Philip 
Hagreen. 

Le Diable Boiteux was, as Le Sage admitted, to some extent imitated from the Spanish 

El Diablo Cojuelo of Luiz Valez de Guevara, a picaresque romance of the seventeenth 

century. The present translation was first published in 1841. It is the story of the 

adventures of Don Cleofas, a young student of Alcala, who releases Asmodeus, a 

servant of the devil, from a glass phial. Asmodeus, during one night’s adventure, takes 

Cleofas up to one of the highest steeples of Madrid and shows him the interiors of all 

the houses lying below them, having first removed their roofs by a wave of his hand. 

Asmodeus then explains to Cleofas, in a witty and cynical dialogue, what all the people 

they see are really doing, the springs of their actions and their most secret thoughts. 

‘The conception and creation of this book’, comments Arthur Symons in an introduc- 

tion which surveys the Spanish and French novel of the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries, ‘is one of the most extraordinary feats of the imagination . . . that has ever 
been effected.’ 


U.S.A.: THE 42ND PARALLEL. NINETEEN-NINETEEN. THE BIG 
MONEY. John Dos Passos. New edition. Lehmann, 15s. L.Post 8. 
1,179 pages. 

These three novels (first issued in an omnibus edition in 1938) give a remarkable 

conspectus of American life from the early years of the century to the late 1930s. In 

order to convey the peculiar quality and tempo of this life, the author employs a jerky 
colloquial style of narrative broken up by sensational extracts from newspapers, short 
biographies of famous men and a device called ‘The Camera Eye’, a recurring interior 
monologue. The characters are drawn from all sections of American society. In The 

42nd Parallel (1930) the author takes a seaman, a city typist, an interior decorator, a 

garage hand, a parson’s daughter, a publicity agent and a Harvard liberal. Their lives 

are developed in parallels, which occasionally meet, and we are shown their reactions 
to the same world events. It is inferred that they only have significance in so far as they 

are in touch with the revolutionary socialist movement. In Nineteen-Nineteen (1932) 

the scene shifts to Paris during the Peace Conference that followed the First World 

War; in The Big Money (1936) the reactionary trend of American capitalism and the 

rift in the socialist movement between Stalinist and Trotskyist is worked out in a 

mood of bitter disillusionment. 


THE ASTONISHING HISTORY OF TROY TOWN. ‘Q’ (Sir Arthur Quiller- 
Couch). Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 224 pages. Paper bound. 

Troy is a Cornish fishing port, in reality Fowey, where Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch 

(‘Q’), late Professor of English Literature in the University of ——— spent 

many years of his life. In this “astonishing history’ its peace and innocence is destroyed 

by the arrival of a pair of fashionable swindlers, the Hon. Frederic Augustus Goodwyn- 

Sandys and his wife. There is also the love story of the misogynist Mr. Fogo, but the 
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life and soul of the party is Admiral Buzza. A prudish old maid, Miss Lavinia Lim- 
penny, a sentimental customs officer, Moggridge, and a very Cornish carpenter con- 
tribute to the comedy of a book of which it has been said that here ‘Q’ ‘introduced 
the buccaneering spirit into a Cranford atmosphere’. First published in 1888, the book 
has vitality and freshness as well as the charm of its bows | 


STRANGE CASE OF DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE and Other Stories. 
Robert Louis Stevenson. Introduction by Compton Mackenzie. Macdonald, 
gs.6d. C8. 549 pages. Illustrations by W. Stein. Bibliographical note. 
(Macdonald Illustrated Classics) 

In the last quarter of the nineteenth century the life and personality of Robert Louis 

Stevenson p wreath gave his work a public appeal that is difficult for the modern 

reader to realize. Since such an appeal must necessarily have faded in the last fifty 

years, his work must stand on its artistic merits, and it is fitting on the centenary of his 
birth for the present generation to have the opportunity that this volume affords of 
appreciating the work of a writer whose literary achievement and high standards of 
craftsmanship were an inspiration to many who have been writing down to our own 
day. Robert Louis Stevenson was a great teller of tales and shone best in the long short- 
story, fourteen examples of which, ranging over the whole of his literary career, 
constitute this book. Readers to whom “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ is well known can 
see Stevenson occupied with the mystery of personality (a favourite theme of his) in 

*The Beach of Falesa’, ‘A Lodging for the Night’, and “The Bottle Imp’ (cited by 

the late Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch as a perfectly constructed story). ‘Will o’ the Mill’, 

*Thrawn Janet’ and ‘The Sire de Malétroit’s Door’ are other examples of Stevenson’s 

famous stories that are included. To a generation that has experienced world war, 

Stevenson’s weird and grim thrills may seem tame, but his handling of visual details, 

his invention, his style that meets the demands of his story show a skill that depends on 

no fashion or date. In his introduction Mr. Compton Mackenzie, the well-known 
novelist, gives his opinion of many of these stories, some interesting information 
about their production and a succinct appreciation of Stevenson’s work. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
REMOVE THE BODIES. Elizabeth Ferrars. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
222 pages. Paper bound. 

That anyone should want to murder the pathetic young Lou Capell was more than 
Toby Dyke could understand, and because she was ‘a nice kid’ he takes it upon him- 
self to investigate, aided by his boon companion George, whose simple nature proves 
an unexpected asset in getting to the root of the crime. Lively characterization adds to 
the entertainment value of a good story which moves at a pace that at no time allows 
the interest to flag. It was first published in 1940. 


THE FOUR JUST MEN. Edgar Wallace. Pan Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 192 pages. 
Paper bound. 

The prolific Edgar Wallace’s first novel (first published in 1905) is still one of his most 
popular and has lost nothing of its power to grip the imagination. It is the tale of four 
men who take it upon themselves to avenge acts of injustice. They threaten the 
English Foreign Secretary with death unless he withdraws a Bill which will hand over 
to an evil foreign government men who are patriots and refugees from persecution. 
They set a time limit which enables the police to take the most elaborate precautions. 
Will they be able to fulfil their threat? The whole country waits upon the answer, and 
so does the reader. 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 

SILVER FLAME. Kenneth Allsop. Percival Marshall, 8s.6d. C8. 264 pages. 
This is the improbable story of two boys who, camping in a piece of wild country, 
adopt and rear a snow leopard cub rescued during a landslide from a nearby zoological 
gardens, and of their adventures through many months of life in the open before 
circumstances close in upon the leopard. The author's wide knowledge of the ways of 
wild birds and beasts makes the descriptions of sights and sounds the best part of the 
book. Although not up to the standard of his previous books, this will provide good, 


exciting reading for boys and girls from twelve to sixteen years of age. 


RHODESIAN ADVENTURE. Mollie Chappell. Collins, 6s. C8. 192 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white illustrations by Gilbert Dunlop. 
A jolly story of an English family—two girls and a boy—who come out from 
England to settle in Rhodesia. Mrs. Chappell, who has visited Rhodesia herself, 
describes the young people’s daily life without any romantic exaggeration and yet 
manages to convey the excitement of discovering a new country and the final satis- 
faction of feeling that one ‘belongs’ to it. For girls from twelve to fifteen years. 


GALLOPING FRED. Antonia Ridge. Faber, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 204 pages. Black- 
and-white illustrations by A. E. Kennedy. 


Mrs. Ridge, a well-known writer and broadcaster for young people, here presents 
fifteen stories (suitable for children from seven to nine years) introducing some of the 
characters her devotees know well—young Bill Smith and his dog Muggins, who have 
adventures with a canoe, at the seaside and with a French conjuror; Endless, the Manx 
cat, who goes exploring in London, adopts a badly behaved orphan kitten, and tells 
of his friend Hector, the ship’s cat, who is very choosy about his owners; and Gallop- 
ing Fred, the beach donkey, who has now run away from the shore and is established 
in a boys’ school. There is plenty of variety among these amusing little tales, which 
include folk stories from France, Holland and Africa. 


THE SECRET PONY. E. F. Stucley. Faber, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 214 pages. 
Drawings by Richard Kennedy. 


When fourteen-year-old Kit O’Flaherty arrives from Ireland to live with her three 
young cousins and their grandparents in a grand old house in Devon county in England 
she finds the old people living in the past and the young people completely under the 
domination of an elderly governess and almost prisoners. Kit’s campaign to free them 
from their unnatural existence meets, of course, with considerable opposition, but her 
defiant Irish spirit refuses to admit defeat. There is a charmingly old-fashioned air 
about this unusual story. Character and atmosphere are good and Kit’s bid for free- 
dom should draw the sympathy and interest of most children from twelve onwards. 


THE CAVE BY THE SBA. A. Stephen Tring. Oxford University Press, 6s. 
C8. 262 pages. Illustrations by T. R. Freeman. 

Mr. Tring is an admirable writer for the young; he writes excellent English, he knows 

exactly how children behave and just what adventures (not too far-fetched) they would 

like to have. His story for boys from ten to thirteen is set on a farm on the edge of 

Exmoor where two lads (aged thirteen and fifteen) spend an interesting—and exciting 

—holiday. They help with sheep dipping and harvesting, and have fun at an open air 
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fete; an expedition to the coast brings them the acquaintance of an informative bird- 
watcher, and the three of them become involved in an adventure connected with 
smugglers bringing in contraband brandy from France. 


MACDUFF. Alison Uttley. Faber, 7s.6d. L.Post 8. 142 pages. 26 illustrations 
by A. E. Kennedy. 


This well-produced book is part animal story and part fairy story. Miss Uttley, who 
has written many books for young people, relates the adventures of a Scottie puppy; 
Macduff is very mischievous and lively, and talkative, too, and he is adored by his 
mistress, Mimbles, and Mrs. Allen the long-suffering domestic help. Young children 
from six to nine years old will find this frisky country dog an endearing character. 


Non-Fiction 
THE BOOK OF FLAGS. Gordon Campbell and I. O. Evans. Oxford Uni- 


versity Press, 15s. D8. 127 pages. 15 colour plates. Black-and-white illustra- 
tions in text. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 


This excellent book combines clear description and ample illustration with much of 
the history that can be interpreted from the designs upon flags. Vice-Admiral Gordon 
Campbell and Mr. Evans have avoided a purely text-book approach and have written 
an entertaining book which can, however, be successfully used as a work of reference. 
It covers the flags of all nations, the flags of the British Services, the most important 
official and civic flags, and international flags. Appendices include rules for hoisting 
and recent changes. The book has been specially designed for children of eleven and 
upwards, but it may be read with pleasure by interested readers of all ages. 


BIRDS OF BUTTERMILK HALL. Kate Floyd Morton. Harrap, 6s. IC8. 
128 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 18 drawings by Bert Broomhead. 
Based on what she has seen and heard around her Derbyshire home, Mrs. Morton has 
written this book as a companion volume to The Animals of Buttermilk Hall. Suitable 
for children from the age of eight to twelve years, it describes in simple language the 
birds themselves, and contains much more of real observation and information than 
most of such bird books for the young. Despite some inaccuracies, and rather disap- 

pointing illustrations, this is a useful and readable book. 


COLLECTING POSTAGE STAMPS. L. N. and M. Williams. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 6s. C8. 144 pages. 15 plates. Drawings in text. Glossary. 
Bibliography. Index. (Compass Books) 

An introduction to philately, written in simple language, for young people from 

twelve years upwards. It gives practical advice on how to start a collection and on the 

accessories required, and touches on every aspect of this popular hobby—historical, 

geographical and technical; there is a chapter on some well-known philatelists and a 

list of stamp clubs in Britain, as well as an eight-page glossary of philatelic terms. This 

little book is pleasantly produced, and the authors are authorities on their subject. 
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